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ALL DEPUTY COMMISSIONERS
ALL DIRECTORS AND DIVISION CHIEFS
ALL DISTRICT AND SUB-PORT COLLECTORS
ALL OTHERS CONCERNED

MASTER Cj. gt"Y

03 January 2025

E-MAIL DATED 23 DECEMBER 2024 FROM THE
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH (DOH) WITH ATTACHED
DEPARTMENT MEMORANDUM (DM) No. 2024-o433 RE:
CALL FOR INPUTS ON THE UPDATING OF GUIDELINES FOR
HEALTH-RELATED DISCOUNTS FOR SENIOR CITIZENS,
ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER (Ao) No. 2024-o0.7 RE:
PURCHASE BOOKLETS NO LONGER REQUIRED FOR THE
20% SENIOR CITIZENS' DISCOUNTS ON MEDICINES, AND
FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION (FDA) ADVISORY No.
2024-, 6.9 RE: FALSIFIED/COUNTERFEIT HEPATITIS B
VACCINE (RECOMBINANT DNA) (GENVAC-B)

This has reference to the e-mail dated 23 December 2024 from Nikko T. Lim,
Information Officer 111, AC Secretariat, DOH, with attached DM No. 2024-0433 dated
I I November 2024 signed by Glenn Mathew G. Baggao, MD, MHA, MSN, FPSMS,
FPCHA, Undersecretary of Health, Public Health Services Cluster, DOH, AO No.
2024-0017 dated 23 December 2024 signed by Teodoro J. Herbosa, MD, Secretary
of Health, DOH, and FDA Advisory No. 2024-16/9 dated 21 November 2024 signed
by Dr. Samuel A. Zacate, Director General, FDA, DOH

As stated in the e-mail, this is to provide some important updates on senior
citizen discounts and counterfeit medicines for action and information

I . For Action

a. Call for Inputs on the Updating
Discounts for Senior Citizens
The DM No. 2024-0433, issued through the Disease Prevention and Control
Bureau (DPCB), invites position papers and inputs for the updating of AO
No. 2012-0007, which pertains to guidelines for health-related discounts for
senior citizens and its amendments
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a. Purchase Booklets NO Longer Required for the 20% Senior
Citizens' Discount on Medicines

Per AO No. 2024-0017, issued 23 December 2024, senior citizens are
no longer required to present purchase booklets to avail of the 209',
discount on medicines. This measure aligns with the Department's
commitment to a human"centered approach in its policies and up holds
the provisions of Republic Act No. 9994, also known as the "Expanded
Senior Citizens Act of 2070".

b. Falsified/Counterfeit Hepatitis B Vaccine (Recombinant DNA)
(Genvac-B)
The FDA Advisory No. 2024-16/9 has reported the detection of a
falsified Hepatitis B Vaccine (Recombinant DNA) (Genvac-B) in the
Philippine market.

For records purposes, please confirm the dissemination of this circular
throughout your offices within fifteen (, 5) days from receipt thereof.

For information,

2. For Information

" ~ ,2 @ 4-3' I. .?

M A S T E R C C^!:,\'

BIENVEN! a'. ,.
Coinmiss'. n. .

.

N 2 0 2125

I

to152

coCO".,, Up, ",.

Gate 3, South Harbor, Port Area, Manila 10/8
+63 (02) 87056000, +63 1021 8527-re681 WWW. customs. ov. I boccares@customs. gov. ph

Page 2 of 2



O, ,C ' A, ..a . 10 -. 26.23"

I^!- Outlook
,^

tFor Action and InformationI Senior Citizen Discounts and Counterfeit Medicines

From Policy, Program Development and Research Unit Pharmaceutical Division <ppdrti@doh. gov. ph >
Date Mon 12/23/20243:17 PM

CC Fides Maria Aileen Buenale <finavbuenale@doh. gov. ph>; 10hanna Mallari ^jbinallari@doh. gov. PIT>; Nikko Lim
<11tlini@doll. gov. PIi>

^j 3 attachments (5 MB)
din2024-0433. pdf; a02024-0017. pdf; FDA Advisory No. 2024-16/9. pdf;
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Dear Advisory Council Members and Relevant Stake

Good day. This is to provide some important updates on senior citizen discounts an
counterfeit medicines for Your action and information:

^11
a. Call for Inputs on the Updating of Guidelines for Health-related
Discounts for Senior Citizens

The Department Memorandum (DM) No. 2024-0433, issued through the Disease
Prevention and Control Bureau (DPCB), invites position papers and inputs fqr tie
updating of Administrative Order (AO) No. 2012-0007, which pertains to guidelines
for health-related discounts for senior citizens and its amendments.

For detailed information, please refer to the attached DM. Submissions s ou e
sent to ^!PGI^!I^del. @. SIQb. .9911.12.11 no later than 8 January 2025 (Wednes ay).
Kindly disregard the stated deadline in the issuance. For queries or concern , y.
may contact Dr. Gabriele Do mingo of the Non, Coinmunicable Diseases re
and Control Division via telephone at 8651-7800, local 2977, or emai
ehsp. @doh. qov. PI!.

2. For Information
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a. Purchase Booklets I^, o Longer Require or e o eru
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Discount on Medicines
Per Administrative Order (AO) No. 2024-0017, issued today, 23 December. 20 ,
senior citizens are no longer required to present purchase o0 e o
20% discount on medicines. This measure aligns with the Depar me
to a human-centered approach in its policies and up holds the provisi p
Act No. 9994, also known as the 'Expanded Senior Citizens Act o
details, please refer to the attached AO.

b. Falsified/Counterfeit Hepatitis B Vaccine (Recombinant DNA) ( enva ~
B) H tt BThe FDA Advisory No. 2024-161.9 has reported the detection o a a si p ' '
Vaccine (Recombinant DNA) (Genvac-B) in the Philippine in^!ket. For more
information, please refer to the attached FDA advisory or visit t e o ow' g
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MASTER CCMC ^^--, ^ . f0 --. 2.3. -r I' ^
We kindly request that you disseminate this information to your colleagues and
networks as app'ropriate. For any queries or concerns, please feel free to contact the
PD-Policy, Program Development, and Research Unit through email at
ppdi'u@doh. gov. PI^ or through telephone number at 8651-7800, local 8102.

Thank You, and we wish you a joyful holiday season !

Sincerely,

Nikko T. Lim

Information Officer 111
AC Secretariat

Policy, Program Development and Research Unit
Pharmaceutical Division, Public Health Services Cluster

at Do parlmorit of 1.1eall!I I PITilippinc: Blood Contor I Ling
Contei' Coinj)o1/11d, Drumaii, 0110zt)11 City
IP: 12^L^@doh. ggy, I^!
t: 8651-/800 IOC 810? 18815-//3410(:. 261

For: Fides Maria Ajieen V. Buenafe, MD
Chief Phi^I'mcentical I)ivi^ioii
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key, Ith/it' o1'1ht' 1711/11, pint'-v
Dint'ART'MrNT OF 11/1Al:I'll
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MINIS'1'1:1< Or HEALTll (. Mr BANGSAi\-10RO AU'1'0NOMOliS
REGION IN MUSLIM MINDANA() (^, 011.13Al{\, M), A1, ,,
CENT'1,1<5; 1,01< 1/1^ALITI DBV1:1.01'MENT (CllD)
DIREC, 'ORS, CliinFS or SPECiAi. ;rY CENT'1:1^S I. {)I^
GERi, \TniC CARE, AND OTHER CoNCr, I^Ni:D OFFiCiA!, s

Tlic Discusc I'rcvci, lion alitl (.'Drill'o1 Burca11 (01'(.'13) is conducting 11 rcvic\v of' I IL
Dorian'linerIt of litt!1/11 (0011) NIIniiiisii';Itivc I intor No. 2()12-0007 Glintlctl "( mulchncs t, I
lire Grunt of 'Twcnty I'cicciii 1211"") I)I^count to Suitor Ciiizcii*; o11 11.111ili-RumtcLl (ioqit!:; '11/1
SUIvicc:; and 11.11' ()1/1ci' 1'111'110!, CS" ;1/1*I its subsL!q111,111 11/11cti(mustIts ICi miniuvc Iru ticccs:;i ti I >
in CSScnEi;11 gcrititric 11caltli SL:I\'ICc:. tutti Incl!icin\:s. I'llis 1,17<talc aims 10 ciisiii't: I 1:1 I^
8111Liclin<::; tcniain Tclcv:InI. rcs!, onSI\c. and ajigiicLl with curler11 11caltlicai'c 1/1:c< :; or I it
cl<ICrly popiilati(111. \\11ilc arith'I:\:, Ing itkillific!I chilllciigcs anti cn IanciiiE. I;civict.
ticccssibilitv

'111c 13ui'o. 1u In\Its*; POSiiit>11 pnPci'*; 1/1/<1 illpiiis flinti (.'HD:i. M()H*BARMM, alit SPCci;I y
cciitcr*. in witvcd in gcri, 11ric cal'c. SPCcificailly. Ihc I>PC, '13 rcqiicsls illputs o11 1/1c In I titking:

I. I'L, jilts fill' clan'ification I'll tiny suction will, ill I)()H An ~{11 ~" ) an, i s
amendmenls lint 111.1y 11/11^;IC11/1c jiltci'!, reunion or application o1'gui e ille:;.

2. Recommendations I'llr InitialCS o1' 1/10<liftcaili, iris to address eincrging rice s the* o
sei'\'ice d\:Inari, ! and practical cxj, ci'iciic<:.
Sug"estions 1/11' resol\'ing coinii. On issues encountered ill jin!, ctiien jilt. IC I s;c '.3.

pulliculai'Iy Ih(}:;42 reinic{I In access alitl digibi!11y \ CT'ification.
1'0sjtjoii all(I 1'0coiiijjjcii, jam)IIS oil 1/1c potential rciii{)\'a1 o1' the pinchisc Too d-I.

rcquii'enter 11 anti its implicit!frillsi o11 sci\icc ticli\'cry anti rcgiilali{1/1.
Subiiii*;:*ions; shrill1, I 11c :;cm 10 lintlin, :, IC1(,,', 1/1h, ;:,, v. I'll 110 I'llci' Ihaiii I),, cull ICr ,,
1'1ciisc note 1/1/11 4/11 submitted illpLil', alld I'econiiticnd, 11ioii$ will be subject In I 101'011!, I
evilliiaii, ill 1/1/<1 rimy involve I\. Irlli\:I' 1:0ii\u11,11i, ,Its 10 kill\111'c alli!;11/11Ciil \Vi1 I 0111' S 1:11'U, I, 1:1 I;.
'Tilesc conii'i1,1/1ioii:; will PI. Iy a ci'tici:11 little ill 8111, !ill!; I'cvi^ions 1/1a1511'011gtlicii 110 icy sunj, o1'
1/1r Ihc geriatric population juju ciiliniict, !, ci'\ icc chiti\'ci'y

Call 1'0r In I'Dls o1/11, e 11 d, ,tm" o1'Admini!, 11. :,, ive (),., ICr AO No.
r ,,the ~ idelin Ibr Ile, Ith-,. . d Di un2012- un

Senior Citizeiis 5111d ils AnIC", linenls

OPY

BACONC P, ,, p, "..

No\ clinici' I I. 2()24



1'1t:just: :;cc 1/1c attirelic(I copy or A0 21)12-0007 1/1/'12()12-0007-A 111r Tclbrciicc. hit any
qucstioits o1' colicci'IIS* picasc contact I)I'. Gaitriclc Dolliiiig0 o1' Inc Nori-Coriumiiiic&11^IC
Disc, !!;es I're\. ciiiioii tilld Colltrt)I Di\, is ion all 8651-7800. local 2977. o1' ci, spin doll. go\'. I'll.

rill' stirs' ''ri''""""

By Alitliinilv 111'111u SCL'Ichiry o1'11c;11/11:

MASTER

GLENN MAT'I

tinklersccrciary11.1:H it I I
1'111, Iic Health Scrvicc:; <'111*;ICr

^.^^^Y

, A, IsN, 171.5;Ms. rpcHA
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Republic o1/11c minij, pillcs
ULPAR, 'MENT 017 11EAl"Tll

onIC'c' if'flit' SL'c'it'/, JIT

SUIIJ 11C, ':

MASTER

DC1)will}cii! o1' 1,1001ili 0001/1 is:;Lustl I\diiiiiii:;tI'm\'c ()1'<1*:I' (AO) No. 2111 ()-()032 o1' 111c "Gunlcliiic!, jiltd
Muchiiiiistirs 10 1111/11citiciii 1/1c 1'1'0\, i^tolls 111' 1< CPUlilic ACi IRA) No. 9'194. o111ci\vise Kim\\11 a\ "jus
Expandc, I Sumoi' C'itizeiis Act o1' 2010' o11 11/11 Sale of NICdicincs alitl the Slim'inn 111' 1/1c 2(I'},, Seijioi'
C'iti/un'\ I)is, cowli" mill AO No. 2012-0007 or the "Giful{, Iiiics o11 1/1c Giniit o1"I'\will> I'ci'cciii (20I, )
Discount to Senior Cmzciis o11 I kami Keianct1 (11)0ds and Sei'vices alitl I\ii' 01/1/31' I'llrptt^es" 10 1:11idc 11/1:
imp!ciiiciii;rimti o1' 1/1c 2()';{, Senior' ('i!i7cii:,' disc, )11/11 o11 1/1cdici, ICs* IncLiit:;11 CCWipiiici}I mill o1/1ui' Ile;11/11
IClalc(I PIOvisiOiiS.

1/1c I>CIMniiiciii ICCL, I'm, :CS limit I '11/11/11j; SUIi, 11' citi?. cii:; 10 presciii pinchiis*: 1,110klcis dLii'illg UVcr>,
minstrelic, 11 10 avail tile 20% discotii 1/1 the 1,111-chase or iiic<ticiitcs I~CStiiis in undue 1,111~(Ich and chillcuiiics
Incl'c is a 11cctl to I'calljgii guidcliiic:; 1/1 jinj, lullcjiiiiig. 111c 211'!4t Seiji, Ir <*jjj/cji:;' discotiiii \\jilt stillijto1}' 1:1\v.
which tloc:;1101rc{wireiltciisc o1'; purchase1, o0klcito mallilic 20n^ discount minusdiciiics. '1/1ciclbic.
cons, i:, 11:11! willI 1< A No. 'i')94 and 1/1 lieniii'1/11uiil's 1/11/11tiiiislic '11/1ii'uricli 111 ils I)o1icic!;. 111L: altari, 111.1iiit, 11c, I
issuance*; arc Ilercby rcviscd* 10 \vii

1'0T At) No. 2010-0032;

11 Sortioii V. 111, *I. 3. \\'11icli suitcs "1'111clia!;c slip booklcis shall Ile uscd 10 I'cc, ii\! lite kind o1 OIL
Inc(ticiitc Initcliii:;ctl. Iru\\' 1/1/1113'. \\'11cii anti \vileic it wits pinch!wed. I, ikc\visL:, 11/1, ; will 11clj, 111c
drug:stoics to 1110/1iioi' lire last 1,111'cli;!:;c matic 1111' a Gemini multiciiit:. is Ilei'cl, y delelc( .

21 Section V. IV. a. , 2nd 1,111'611!,'*, PIi \vliiclislates "nil' pullia! 11/1iiig. . tile gsmbli:. 11/11ciit's 1/11ariiiiicisi
will illdic:Its 11N truantiiyInitially filled ill 1110 1,111,111isc slip booklcinull 1/1c1111/1/1c, I balmict: 4/11 111c
PICSci'IPIit}11. 'I ITU SGIiioi' ('iti?:cii shall Ickiiii 1/1c ninthilly 1111/3/1 1/1'usuipli{, 11 lintl liresq:111 lire '51/1/1c
14/1ci' 10 colliiilclc 1/1c 111'c^cribcd '11/11/11ily. " it Iler"11y ninthlic, I tm *'Fill' partial 1111iiig. . 11c
CS. lablisliiiiciii':* phalliinci\I \\ill jiltlic:tic tile qiiniiiiiy 11:11'!iall} lineL1 1/1/<1 lite 11/11/11c(! IP;I MILLI till I IC

'I'llc Scni, it Civilcii small Ichiiii tire 11:11'millv filled PI'CRCripiioii mill PIc*, cm tile :. milejiltscripliUii
Intel'10 chillplcl!: tile PICSci'thecl quailiii}."

Flirth;Ise Booklets NO Lull c, ' R uii'c, I f0, ' 11/11 21N^ Senior Citizens' Discount on
MMIiciiie!; ill Chill, manlier will, 1111 1111/1ic Act No. 1,1194 0tlicn\. ise knowii an^ ",'I'll
It\ 1/11dcd Senior' Chileiis Act or21111i"

Cj^pY

BACONG PIL, PINA5

DEC 113 1114

until*I'llg: I. Silli In I'm, CUInj, ,1/1/'11. fur. 11 A\ cniic. 5111 ('. 1/1.1111/1 \1:11iili, . ITUn;. I Inc MIS 1-7K!"I 11/01 11 . .,
I incc1 1,111c ,!71 I .'! 511.1q, 111 I in 147.1j I lifti . 11N . fury . * ' I. I ,\ I'll. c. lintl: tilti. '. I:t. 11 .It I .'., L 14t



I'or AO No. 2012-0007:

wliicli states "PIirchasc of ally 111edica! devices gianted the twenty percent ("Ofo)I) Section V. 6.5,
Booklct for control anddiscount and VAT exemption shall be recorded in the Purchase

nioiiitorint;." is Ilereby deleted,

Section V1,3.3. , 2nd paregrapli which states "For pailial filling, 111e establishInent s p tarmacisi
will indicate the quantity partially filled in thc purchase slip booklet and the unfilled bahncc on IC
prcscription. The Senior Citizen shall retain 111c partially filled prescription and present t IC same
later to complete the prcscribed quantity. " is Ilereby modified to: 'For partia I ing, re
CSiablis!mient's PIiai'madst will indicate the quantity partially filled and 111e unfilled ba rungc o11 t re
PI'CScription. The Senior Citizen shall retain the partially filled prescription and present I IC salnc
later to coinplete the prescribed quantity.

Section V1.3.7. which states "Drugstores shall rill-up Inc Purchase Booklct. IC 11rc ago ^
Bookieis shall be IIScd to record the kind of OTCiitcdicinc purchased, how Inariy, w ICii all w I
it was putcltascd. Likcwisc, 11ns snail help the drugstores to monitor lite last PUTc ase nia e
certain 111e(Iiciiie. " is hereby deleted.

Section V1.6.1. c. which statcs "PUTcliasc booklcts shall be used to record the ill o ' In ' '
purchased, now Inariy, WITcn and where it was purchased. Likewise, this s a Ie p IC n g
to monitor the last purchase made for a certain medicine. is mereby do etc ,

All other provisions of AO No. 2010-0032 and AO No. 2012-0007 111at are not a ecte y Ii. '. .
shall remain in effect.

This Order shall take effect inline<Iiately.

,a a. a, I. 8

2)

3)

MASTER
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'Inc Food 1111/1 0111, , \11/1/1111hii', 1110/1 11'1) \ ) 1/1/1111c!; illc public 11/1 a fill^inc(I 11cj, aliti:; B
\'acciiic willI blinki inning "<1ci\\11c-11" whirli was 11ciccic{I in tire I'llilipj, Inc. ; in
Novciilirei. 2024:

1'111>Iic Ileiillli \\, 11.1ii, , o11 raisineil/Collntc, 'frilllcisitilis 11
Vaccine Recoilil, inarit DNA C;eiiv"c-13 Imjinc, I b , tile
Gennine 1'1',,, 111.1 ithii"f'actiir, :,' to the won, I 11/11/1111
01', anvil:win, I \\'110
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1:1\' I I\ '. '11/11/1*:i\ ;1/1. .<\\ 1/11.11^;I',!I* I litt, \I!:11.11:I 4.11 111:: 1.11, .!11; I;,, 11 ,. I 111'.. I, ll*. ill, .. 11
. 11:.!. 11 ' it'. I*,;,\'\' '!11. jilt', ' ., !:;;1'1;\'1/1;I; 1131; k 11th! ;111. '! i ' ':

1/11/'11;\\ '."11'. 1:1\. ,,;ItI I'.* '11/11/11'.'. titi;jilt),. :!lid '<11Cj:. lit ill 114 \\11 -\
;, 11*. 11 : L. \! trimil\:i I\'11 \ .ILL 111c tic^ill^" it;t:I\' ill ill!!limit'111 I I. In;VCPI'\:.,*'1:1 , Its 111C!1111, . .

All I I'\ ..;!^I\ all, I 11/1;!lit\ 11'c 1/11/'11\,\\11 I 11L' !, trimiiii'I' 11/11\ ;11/11 . ., I killll'L
111,111;;,!t'!lit 1:1. **,:I '11/1 111\I 11/1, .',, I 1/1/11;I I". I_ill. . I 1.1 :it. \',.!I\111.1 I41 lily1! 1/1C \. LulllC '11/11
I, re \ ,I' ;,:hit :1:11;I I:*. 111.1 :it Unix'!'. ;*, T '11 .jinx';:::ill\\:I IC C!\111C^\! jilt: tillsiii\11,

I 111 . ; * ; " LIT ;it in>I, t I 11, :i tilt. ' it litli^,'11; ^ I IL^\. it 1' i:' I; ' it*'\. jilt. I I\ civililliii;1:11 I)I , \ (I

IP . ,41?

.

Inc!:1111 I{11:11'*';IL'-!;; is !,:!I:*ICiu1 \\1/'1 1'1i-\ '11/11<1'1:I. ;!I'. 111,111 \IT. I{1<-574 mill Its{. I n
illcjilt'. '11/11i!11/1 lit'lint;!:'- 11 1/11\L'!I*

11Ni'\:I'll, .'. ;ill I *I\' I, I 11 A t I I illi 11' I ;I I\ I I ( 11 I 11.1, I I\\ I '11/1 11L:q'111.11 \I:rill It'

ill!\:I' inc ' \\11,111t C o1' 11/1\ *,!I\ I^:11 * . .ill' I \'(11N. ,it*11 1/1 Gustii't: I!1:11 tills 11/1\111L11 L11/11 C L
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