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TARIFF COMMISSION CIRCULARS/ADVANCE RULINGS

MEMORANDUM
TO ALL DISTRICT and SUB-PORT COLLECTORS
ALL CHIEFS, FORMAL ENTRY DIVISION
AND FORMAL ENTRY DIVISION PERSONNEL
e
FROM ATT NER S. BAQUIRAN}/
Deputy Commissioner
SUBJECT
(TCC/AR)
DATE 22 January 2024

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 1603 (f) of the Customs Modernization
and Tariff Act (Republic Act 10863) and Section 4.9 of Commission Order No. 2017-1
(Procedure on Application for an Advance Ruling on Tariff Classification related to
Importation of Goods), the Tariff Commission furnished copies of the Advance Ruling
(AR) on Tariff Classification with Tariff Classification Circulars (TCC/AR) issued on 17
January 2024 and the same having been reviewed and summarized as follows:

2022 AHTN 2023 RATES OF
TCC. NO. DESCRIPTION OF ARTICLES CODE DUTY
“PEPTONE 50 (DRIED PORCINE
23-1007 “ACEMATT® HK 390" 2811.22.10 MFN — 1% ad valorem
i MFN — 1% ad valorem
23-1049 CITRIC AS(ID%V/ENEI;TDROUS B 2918.14.00 ‘ ACFTA — Zero*
RCEP - Zero*
MFN — 1% ad valorem
1 o/ _
931050 | BETAINE ANHYDROUS 98% 2023.90.00 | ACFTA — Zero
POWDER ‘ :
RCEP — Zero

For information, guidance and strict compliance.

CC: COMMISSIONER OF CUSTOMS

MAGONG PILIPINAS

Gate 3, South Harbor, Port Area, Manila 1018
+63 (02) 8705-6000, +63 (02) 8527-1968 | www.customs.gov.ph | boc.cares@customs.gov.ph
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17 January 2024

COMMISSIONER BIENVENIDO Y. RUBIO

Bureau of Customs

G/F OCOM Building

16th Street, South Harbor
Gate 3 Port Area, Manila

Dear Commissioner Rubio:

oA - UL 011

Ref. No. 24-006

BUREAU OF CUSTO:
MESSAGE CENTER

RECE!'VE D

JAN 17 2024

By A ““i‘fﬁma ?_06 J:

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 1603(f) of the Customs Modernization and Tariff
Act (Republic Act No. 10863) and Section 4.9 of Commission Order No. 2017-1
(Procedure on Application for an Advance Ruling on Tariff Classification Related
to Importation or Exportation of Goods), this Commission is pleased to furnish your
good Office with PDF copies of four Advance Rulings on Tariff Classification, with
TCC (AR) Nos. 23-889, 23-1007, 23-1049, and 23-1050, issued by this Commission
on 17 January 2023. These Advance Rulings have also been posted on the

Commission's website www.tariffcommission.qov.ph.

Thank you.

Very truly yours,

Digitaly signed
MARILOU P. MENDOZA
Chairperson

Encl:  As stated

cc: The Secretary
Department of Finance
Manila

4th Floor, West Insula Condominium, 135 West Avenue, Quezon City, 1105 Philippines
Tel. Nos.: (632) 8926-8731 [ (632) 8928-8419 / (632) 8936-3315 / (632) 8936-3318 e Telefax Number: (632) 8921-7960
Web31te tanffcommlsswn gov. ph Phlhppme Tariff Finder: finder. ta,nffcornmisswn gov. ph
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TARIFF COMMISSION

ADVANCE RULING ON TARIFF CLASSIFICATION
Pursuant to Section 1100 of RA 10863 (CMTA)
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1 | AHTN 2022 CODE AND 2024 RATE/S OF IMPORTDUTY |[ 2 |  TCC (AR) NO.
23-889
AHTN 2309.90.20 3 | DATEISSUED
MFN - Zero
17 January 2024

4 | DESCRIPTION OF GOOD

“PEPTONE 50 (DRIED PORCINE DIGEST)”

Based on the certificate of analysis, manufacturing process flowchart, product information
sheet, material safety data sheet, and photograph of the product submitted, subject article is a
feed ingredient in the form of a fine tan powder or granules containing, at minimum, 48% crude
protein. It is composed of dried porcine digest concentrate and soybean meal. Packed in 25-kg
bags, subject article is added to feeds of weaning piglets, lactating sows, broilers, layers, and
ducks, at a dosage of 12.5 to 25 kg per ton of feeds, to stimulate gut development, improve diet
acceptability, increase feed intake, and enhance growth performance of animals.

5 | REASONS FOR CLASSIFICATION

Heading 23.09 of the ASEAN Harmonised Tariff Nomenclature (AHTN) 2022 covers
preparations of a kind used in animal feeding. The pertinent Harmonized System (HS)
Explanatory Notes (EN) state that this heading covers sweetened forage and prepared animal
feeding stuffs consisting of a mixture of several nutrients designed, among others, to achieve a
suitable daily diet by supplementing the basic farm-produced feed with organic or inorganic
substances (supplementary feed). This heading includes preparations for supplementing
(balancing) farm-produced feed (feed supplements). Farm-produced feed is usually rather low in
proteins, minerals or vitamins. The preparations devised to compensate for these deficiencies, so
as to ensure a well-balanced animal diet, consist of proteins, minerals or vitamins plus additional-
energy feeds (carbohydrates) which serve as a carrier for the other ingredients. Although,
qualitatively, these preparations have much the same composition as those in complete feeds,
they are distinguished by a relative high content of one particular nutrient.

In view thereof, subject article is classified under AHTN 2022 subheading 2309.90.20, with
a Most Favoured Nation (MFN) rate of duty of zero.

This ruling shall be valid for five years from the date of issuance and shall continue to apply
unless the law, facts, or circumstances supporting this ruling have changed.

FOR THE COMMISSION

Digtsly signed

MARILOU P. MENDOZA
Chairperson

Note: In line with the Commission's objective to provide alternative mediums/channels of communication and to
further enhance the accessibility of its frontline services to its stakeholders, this Advance Ruling is being issued in
digital format, without a dry seal, barcode, and hologram, and is also uploaded in the Tariff Commission website. A
hard copy thereof, accompanied by said dry seal, barcode, and hologram, may be issued upon request.
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1 | AHTN 2022 CODE AND 2024 RATE/S OF IMPORT DUTY ~ il TCC (AR) NO.
23-1007
AHTN 2811.22.10 3 | DATEISSUED

MFN - 1% ad valorem
17 January 2024

4 | DESCRIPTION OF GOOD

“ACEMATT® HK 390”

Based on the finished product specifications, product information and safety data sheets,
and photograph of the product submitted, subject article is pure synthetic amorphous silicon
dioxide in the form of a very fine white powder. Packed in bags with net weights of 10 kg, 12.5 kg,
and 300 kg, subject article is used as a matting agent in various coating applications, such as in
car, plastic, wood, and general industrial coatings.

5 | REASONS FOR CLASSIFICATION

Note 1 (a) to Chapter 28 of the ASEAN Harmonised Tariff Nomenclature (AHTN) 2022
states that except where the context otherwise requires, the headings of this Chapter apply only
to separate chemical elements and separate chemically defined compounds, whether or not
containing impurities.

Heading 28.11 of the AHTN 2022 covers other inorganic acids and other inorganic oxygen
compounds of non-metals. The pertinent Harmonized System (HS) Explanatory Notes (EN) state
that this heading covers mineral acids and anhydrides and other oxides of non-metals. The most
important are listed below according to their non-metal component, among others, silicon
compounds. Silicon dioxide (pure silica, silicic anhydride, etc.) (SiOz). Obtained by treating silicate
solutions with acids, or by decomposing silicon halides by the action of water and heat. It can be
either in amorphous form (as a white powder “silica white”, “flowers of silica”, “calcined silica™: as
vitreous granules - “vitreous silica”; in gelatinous condition - “silica frost”, “hydrated silica”), or in
crystals (tridymite and cristobalite forms).

In view thereof, the subject article is classified under AHTN 2022 subheading 2811.22.10,
with a Most Favoured Nation (MFN) rate of duty of 1% ad valorem.

This ruling shall be valid for five years from the date of issuance and shall continue to apply
unless the law, facts, or circumstances supporting this ruling have changed.

FOR THE COMMISSION

Digitalty signed

MARILOU P. MENDOZA
Chairperson

Note: In line with the Commission's objective to provide alternative mediums/channels of communication and to
further enhance the accessibility of its frontline services to its stakeholders, this Advance Ruling is being issued in
digital format, without a dry seal, barcode, and hologram, and is also uploaded in the Tariff Commission website. A
hard copy thereof, accompanied by said dry seal, barcode, and hologram, may be issued upon request.
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-~ ADVANCE RULING ON TARIFF CLASSIFICATION
Pursuant to Section 1100 of RA 10863 (CMTA)

1] AHTN 2022 CODE AND 2024 RATE/S OF IMPORT DUTY 2 | TCC (AR) NO.
AHTN 2918.14.00 23-1049
MFN - 1% ad valorem 3 ] DATE ISSUED
ACFTA - Zero
RCEP - Zero 17 January 2024

4 | DESCRIPTION OF GOOD

“CITRIC ACID ANHYDROUS - POWDER”

Based on the finished product specifications, Certificate of Feed Product Registration from the
Bureau of Animal Industry (BAI), manufacturing process flowchart, product label, and photograph of the
packaging submitted, subject article is pure citric acid (CsHsO7) in the form of colourless crystals or white
crystalline powder. Packed in 25-kg bags, subject article is used as a preservative for animal feeds.

5 | REASONS FOR CLASSIFICATION

Note 1 (a) to Chapter 29 of the ASEAN Harmonised Tariff Nomenclature (AHTN) 2022 states that
except where the context otherwise requires, the headings of this Chapter apply only to separate
chemically defined organic compounds, whether or not containing impurities.

Heading 29.18 of the AHTN 2022 covers, among others, carboxylic acids with additional oxygen
function and their anhydrides, halides, peroxides and peroxyacids. The pertinent Harmonized System (HS)
Explanatory Notes (EN) state that the heading covers, among others, carboxylic acids with alcohol function
and their esters, salts and other derivatives. These contain both the alcohol function (-CH,OH, ==CHOH
or Z>COH) and the acid function (-COOH). These two functions may each react according to their own
nature, hence as alcohols, these compounds may give ethers, esters and other derivatives, and as acids,
they may form salts, esters, etc. The main alcohol acids include citric acid. Found in the free state of citrus
fruit juices; also obtained from the fermentation of glucose or sucrose by some citromyces. Crystallises in
large, colourless, transparent prisms or in crystalline, white, odourless powder. Used for preparing
beverages, in the textile industry, in oenology, in medicine, in making citrates, etc.

In view thereof, subject article is classified under AHTN 2022 subheading 2918.14.00, with a Most
Favoured Nation (MFN) rate of duty of 1% ad valorem; ASEAN-China Free Trade Area (ACFTA) rate of
duty of zero, subject to submission of Certificate of Origin (CO) Form “E”; and Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership (RCEP) Agreement rate of duty of zero, subject to submission of CO Form “RCEP”
or Declaration of Origin (DO) issued by an Approved Exporter.

This ruling shall be valid for five years from the date of issuance and shall continue to apply unless
the law, facts, or circumstances supporting this ruling have changed.

FOR THE COMMISSION

%MP%,:%”:

MARILOU P. MENDOZA
Chairperson

Note: In line with the Commission’s objective to provide alternative mediums/channels of communication and to
further enhance the accessibility of its frontline services to its stakeholders, this Advance Ruling is being issued in
digital format, without a dry seal, barcode, and hologram, and is also uploaded in the Tariff Commission website. A
hard copy thereof, accompanied by said dry seal, barcode, and hologram, may be issued upon request.
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ADVANCE RULING ON TARIFF CLASSIFICATION
Pursuant to Section 1100 of RA 10863 (CMTA)

1 | AHTN 2022 CODE AND 2024 RATE/S OF IMPORT DUTY 2 | TCC(AR)NO.
AHTN 2923.90.00 23-1050
MFN - 1% ad valorem 3 | DATE ISSUED
ACFTA -Zero
RCEP - Zero 17 January 2024

4 | DESCRIPTION OF GOOD

“BETAINE ANHYDROUS 98% - POWDER”

Based on the product specifications, Certificate of Feed Product Registration from the
Bureau of Animal Industry (BAI), manufacturing process flowchart, product label, and photograph
of the packaging submitted, subject article is pure betaine anhydrous (CsH11NOz2) in the form of a
white to slightly yellow crystal powder. Packed in 25-kg bags, subject article is added to feeds of
swine, poultry, and aquatic species at an inclusion rate of 1,000 to 2,500 g per ton of feeds, as a
replacement for methionine and choline chloride. It promotes fat metabolism, improves feed
intake, enhances nutrient absorption, and increases lean meat and carcass quality of animals.

5 | REASONS FOR CLASSIFICATION

Note 1 (a) to Chapter 29 of the ASEAN Harmonised Tariff Nomenclature (AHTN) 2022
states that except where the context otherwise requires, the headings of this Chapter apply only
to separate chemically defined organic compounds, whether or not containing impurities.

Heading 29.23 of the AHTN 2022 covers, among others, quaternary ammonium salts and
hydroxides. The pertinent Harmonized System (HS) Explanatory Notes (EN) state that the most
important salts and substitution derivatives of quaternary ammonium bases include betaine, a
quaternary intramolecular salt, and betaine hydrochloride, used, e.g., in medicine, cosmetics and
animal feeding.

In view thereof, subject article is classified under AHTN 2022 subheading 2923.90.00, with
a Most Favoured Nation (MFN) rate of duty of 1% ad valorem; ASEAN-China Free Trade Area
(ACFTA) rate of duty of zero, subject to submission of Certificate of Origin (CO) Form “E”; and
Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) Agreement rate of duty of zero, subject
to submission of CO Form “RCEP” or Declaration of Origin (DO) issued by an Approved Exporter.

This ruling shall be valid for five years from the date of issuance and shall continue to apply
unless the law, facts, or circumstances supporting this ruling have changed.

FOR THE COMMISSION
Digealy signed

MARILOU P. MENDOZA
Chairperson

Note: In line with the Commission's objective to provide alternative mediums/channels of communication and to
further enhance the accessibility of its frontline services to its stakeholders, this Advance Ruling is being issued in
digital format, without a dry seal, barcode, and hologram, and is also uploaded in the Tariff Commission website. A
hard copy thereof, accompanied by said dry seal, barcode, and hologram, may be issued upon request.




