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February 5, 2021

CUSTOMS MEMORANDUM CIRCULAR
No. 4%-402)

To:  All Deputy Commissioners
All Service Directors
All District/Port Collectors
All Others Concerned

SUBJECT: Supplemental CMC on the Implementation of the Joint DA-DOH
Administrative Order No. 2015-0007 or the Implementing Rules and
Regulations of Republic Act No. 10611 also known as the Food
Safety Act of 2013

With reference to the attached CMC No. 15-2021 Re: Joint DA-DOH
Administrative Order 2015-0007 or the Implementing Rules and Regulations of the
Food Safety Act of 2013, all concerned are hereby directed to strictly implement
Section 12, Iltems B & C thereof, which states as follows:

SEC. 12 Application to Trade - Foods imported, produced,
processed, and distributed for domestic and export shall comply with
the following requirements:

(xxx)

(b) Imported foods shall undergo cargo inspection and clearance
procedures by the DA and the DOH at the first port of entry to
determine compliance with national regulations. This
inspection by the DA and the DOH shall always take place prior
to assessment for tariff and other charges by the BOC. The BOC
and the Association of International Shipping Lines (AISL) shall
provide the DA and the DOH documents such as the Inward
Foreign Manifest of Arriving Vessels to enable the DA and the
DOH to identify shipments requiring food safety inspection.

Rule 12b.1 The DA and the DOH shall develop the regulations on cargo/shipment
inspections and clearance procedures for imported products prior to assessment of the
...-BOC for the appropriate tariffs.

Rule 12b-.2-lnspeci:i'oh's-énd clearance procedures shall be consistent with Article |V of
the Act, the Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS) Agreement and Codex.
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Rule 12b.3 Importers shall notify the DA and the DOH of incoming food shipments

within a period prescribed by the FSRA before these arrive at port of entry. The
notification shall be called the Import Notification Document (IND) and shall contain
among others, the information needed by the DA or the DOH to determine whether or
not the food will require physical inspection on arrival.

Rule 12b.4 The BOC shall provide the DA and the DOH with the Inward Foreign
Manifest of arriving vessels of AISL and non-AISL members and break-bulk
organizations as the vessels arrive.

Rule 12b.5 Arriving shipments may or may not require physical inspection based on
its risk categorization as high risk, medium risk and low risk.

Rule 12b.6 Arriving shipments may or may not require laboratory testing. If a shipment
requires testing, it may be held at the port or transferred to another location. The
physical transfer of the shipment while awaiting laboratory testing is not an indication
that the shipment has been cleared for entry.

Rule 12b.7 Imported shipments shall meet Philippine standards and regulations and
those of the country of origin. Where no standards exist in the country of origin, the
FSRAs of the country of origin or the importer shall demonstrate that the shipment was
produced under a food safety regime equivalent to national standards.

Rule 12b.8 Within one hundred eighty (180) days after the approval of this IRR, the
DA and the DOH, in consultation with the BOC, shall develop the regulations and set
the parameters of the inspection and clearance procedures of imported food
shipments. The inspection and clearance procedures shall be conducted by the DA
and the DOH within their respective jurisdiction.

Rule 12b.9 The approved regulations shall be subject to periodic review and
amendment as necessary.

(c) Exported foods shall at all times comply with national
regulations and regulations of the importing country. Returned
shipments shall undergo border inspection clearance as provided
in Section 12(b) hereof.

Rule 12c.1 The DA and the DOH, in consultation with the BOC, shall develop and
issue the regulations on exported foods under their respective jurisdiction within 180
working days after the approval of this IRR.

Rule 12¢.2 Similarly, the DA and the DOH, in consultation with the BOC, shall develop
and issue regulations on returned shipments of foods under their respective jurisdiction
within 180 working days after the approval of this IRR.

Rule 12c.3 The approved regulations shall be subject to periodic review and
amendment, as necessary.
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Attached herewith are copies of the Food Safety Act of 2013 and the Joint DA-
DOH Administrative Order No. 2015-0007 for your ready reference.

For information and guidance.

For record purposes, please confirm the dissemingtion of this Circular
throughout your offices within fifteen (15) days from receipt.

REY LEONAR JO B. GUERRERO
Commissioner
H O FEB22 2021
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CUSTOMS MEMORANDUM CIRCULAR
no. _15-202)

To: The Assistant Commissioner
All Deputy Commissioners
All Directors and Division Chiefs
All District and Port Collectors
All Others Concerned

SUBJECT: JOINT DA-DOH ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO.2015-0007 OR
THE IMPLEMENTING RULES AND REGULATIONS OF
REPUBLIC ACT (R.A.) NO.10611 OTHERWISE KNOWN AS
THE "FOOD SAFETY ACT OF 2013"

Pursuant to the January 11, 2021 50% Cabinet Meeting Re: ENSURING
FOOD SECURITY AMID THE PANDEMIC AND NATURAL DISASTERS and in
relation to Customs Memorandum Circular No.205-2013 with Subject: Republic Act
No.10611 or the Food Safety Act of 2013, attached herewith is a copy of the
above-mentioned Joint Administrative Order.

For information and guidance.

For records purposes, please confirm the dissemination of this Circular
throughout your Offices within fifteen (15) days from receipt thereof.

REY LEONARDO B. GUERRERO
fommissioner ? JAN 22 ZUZ.{(
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Fepublic of the Pllippines

@ongress of the Philppines
Setrr. Mamils

Fifteenth Gongress

Wirirn Regnlar Session

l

Bagun and held in Metro Manila, on Monday, the twenty-third
day of July, two thousand rwelve.

| RepuBLIC ACT No. 10611 ]

AN ACT TO BTRENGTHEN THE POOD SAFETY REGULATORY
SYSTEM IN THE COUNTRY TO PROTECT CONSUMER
HEALTH AND FACILITATE MARKET ACCESS OF LOCAL '

FOODS AND FOOD PRODUCTS, AND FOR OTHER
FURPOSES

Be i enacted by the Senate and House of Represematives of the
Philippines in Congress assembled.

‘ ARTICLE ]
: Dnmmmo»i OF POLICY AND OBJECTIVES

SECTION 1. Short Title. — Thie Act shall be known as
the “Food Safety Act of 2013".

SEC. 2. Declaration of Policy. — Section 15. Article Il
of the 1987 Philippine Constitution declsres that the State
shell protect and promote the right w0 health of the people and
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SEC. 42. Effectivity, — This Act shall take effect fiftesn
{15} days after ite publication in two (2) newspapers of general
circulamor.

Approved.
|
b

FEL}CIANG BELMOI&

Speaker of the Hops
of, Representatiue

This Aet which 1 & consohidarion of Senate Bill Ne 3311
end Hounss Bill Mo 6474 was finally passed by the Senate
and the House rof Representatives on June § 2015
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i
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MARILYN 8. BARGAZY AP ERMA LIRIO-REVES

Secretary General Secretary of the Senme
House of Represemarivers
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Republic of the Philippines
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Dear Commissioner Guerrero:

As instructed by the Secretary of Finance, we are transmitling herewith, for information
and/or appropriate action, a copy of the 14 July 2020 letter, with enclosures, addressed
to the Secretary of Finance from Secretary William D. Dar, Department of Agriculfure
(DA), requesting assistantce from this office to disseminate the Inter-Agency Task Force
for the Management of Emerging Infectious Disease (IATF) Resolution No. 52 series of
2020, which directs the “concerned agencies particularty the Department of Heaith,
Department of Agriculture, and the Bureau of Customs to strictly implement Republic Act.
No.10611 or the Food Safety Act (FSA) of 2013, especially Section 12, item (B) thereof.”
Please note thal an advance copy of this document was also sent to your office on 19
August 2020 through electronic mail.

Please address any responses to the Secretary of Finance.

For any clarifications, please contact Telephone Number 8522 3262 or send an email lo
- secfin@dof.gov.ph with the reference number 081720DOF006421.

|
b

i Thank you.

Cod
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DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE 4 rrot L*’uf e m[ e o
.’." , DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE GeeIE ,ﬁ‘F ,‘ - OF CLisT “aag

Rspublic of the PhYipplsns R ichacs PEUTY CORA 15 S0 i

A @“{ By

pesizel ) W‘ﬁ)-..-_

FORT AFIRATIORN SF-VIRE

I+
RECESVED By E_Lluty
TIME =

0ATE AL

BUREAHAFCUSIMS 7y — |

I

; DEPARTMENT OF FINANCH ¢ L1Vizs 2v; _Charles
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DATE SEP 01 1 |
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. EESBALE CENrEg
Honorable REY LEONARDO B. GUERRERO ROE &R Sy
Commissioner n
Bureau of Customs (BOC) AUG 27 2070
South Harbor, Gate 3 - i
‘Port Area, Manila ﬂv:mMﬁﬂ}JmTrmagmm |
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. Dear Secretary Dominguez,
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o Republic of the Philippines =t DEFARTMENT OF FINANCE
44 OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY k Rapabie ol the TRigENTN
7 Ehiptical Road, Dilioon [
1100 Quezan City ﬂmm\“ﬂ‘

iy 100 FIeA2 |
July 14, 2020
HON, CARLOS G. DOMINGUEZ
Secretary p— i
D“l;ﬂ"‘li‘;“‘-‘“t ofginanm ,TF I.'-'EFﬂ]?}ﬁiEHT OF FENJ&H-‘.‘-'-E]
DOF Rldp, BSP Complex A H AR PR,
Roxas Blvd 1004 Ot 'I_}] ! Anfe
Metro Manila @wﬁ& ih& AllG 17,2020 l !‘ ’J

Hikitanls AV ooty

{ REV LEONARDO b: GuERRERGE .
t.. --I {5

Conirtilsstatier; Biitelit drcusto CENTRAL RECOKUS. MGRT. DIVISION

[thas been our mandate as government agencies to participate and be of great contribution to the pursuit
ol our national security, With this, the government must address the global and national threat of the
COVID-19 pandemic while ensuring food safety and security at all levels. The entry of transhoundary
animal, plant and/or lish diseases that affect the country's livestock mdustry, agriculture econamy nnd
food security Is o breach of our national security.

Az of 26 ime 2020, a total number of 299,956 hops were culled due to the spread of the Alrlcan Swine
Fever (A5Y) Lo the country. More than 1,000 barangays In eight (0) regions with backyard and carmmercial
hog farms were heavily affected. This current sitnation In the swine Industry does not anly affect the

livelthaod of our fellow Fillpino hog raisers but also the supply of pork and pork products in the country,

, One strategic method to prevent the entry of these devastating transhoundary diseases is to strengthen

the border protection through the establishment of Agricultural Commadity Examination Area (ACEA) in
designated major international ports in the country.

The Inter-Agency Task Force for the Management of Emerging Infectipus Diseases [IATF) in its meeting
held on July 6, 2020 passed Resolution No. 52 series of 2020 wherein "the concerned agencies parttcularly
the Department of Health, Department of Agriculture and Bureau of Customs are directed ta strictly

impiement Republic Act No. 10611 or the Foad Safely Act (FSA) of 2013, espacially Section 12, Ttem (B)
thereof”

The Food Safety Act of 2013, Section 12, Item I states that imported foods shall undergo cargo Inspection
and clearance procedures by the DA and the DOH ar the first part of entry to determine compliance with
national regulations. This mspection by the DA and DOH shall always take place prior to assessment for
tariff and other charges by the Bureau of Customs. Further, it was provided that the DOC and the
Association of International Shipping Lines (AISL) shall pyovide the DA and DOH ducuments such as the
Inward Foreign Manifest of Arriving Vessels to enable the DA and the DOH to identify shipments requiring

, food safety inspection,

. In view of the [ATF Resolution, we would like to request from your good office to disseminate this
' directive to your concerned BOC District Collectors assigned at the ports of entry, Our deslgnated
s Quarantine Officers (from the Bureau of Animal Industry, Bureau of Plant Industry and Bureau of
' Fisherles and Aquatic Resources) will then make the necessary coordination with your BOC persenitel to

Very truly yours, -

» AATHENT OF AORIT1 TR
C*-‘E-"-_ GG iR RN v iiliming
o TSR o S S reaw 1 € TRIIIPINEY

ensure thst the procedure of quarantine inspection/clearance before tariff assessment will be
implemented In all ports of entry.

Our Department will provide the necessary cargo/shipment inspections and cleardnce procedures in
close coordination with the Bureau of Customs.

DEPT. OF FINANCE

Your utmost consideration and actlon on this matter will be highly appreciated.

i el Jarmers and fisherfoll

Attachments:  [ATF Resolution Mo, 52, 52020
Fooul Salery Act 2013
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INTER-AGENCY TASK FORCE
FOR THE MANAGEMENT OF EMERGING INFECTIOUS DISEASES

. ﬁ REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
N7

RESOLUTION NO, 52
Beries of 2020
Tuly 06, 2020

WHEREAS, on April 30, 2020, the Office of the Exccutive Scoretary issued Exceutive Order
(E.0.) No. 112 lmposing an Enhanced Comrounity Quamntine in High-Risk Geographio Arens of the
Philippines and a Goneral Communily Quarantine in the Restlof The Country from 01 To 15 May 2020,
Adopling The Omnibus Guidelines On The Implementation ‘l‘ﬂmoi‘, And For Other Purposes;

WHERKEAS, on May 23, 2020, pursnant ta the authority granted o the IATF vader E,0, 112, (he
IATF issued and published amended Omnibus Guidelines on the Implementation of th

e Conmnunily
Quarantine in the Philippines;

WIfEREAS, due to developmentz in the situntion of the COVID-19 henlth event in the country,
further amendments are required to furher streamlive the government’s response to the pandemic;

WHEREAS, as of 06 July 2020, there arc Porty-Six Thousand Three Hundred Thirty-three
(46,333) confirmed cases of COVID-19 in the Philippives,

NOW, THEREFORE, RE IT RESOLVED, ns it is kerchy resolved that the IATE upproves the
following:

A. In order to ensure contimity of transporiation services in Metro Manila while safepuarding the
enfety and well-being of the commuting public, the recommendations of the Department of
Tramsportation as to the operations of Manila Metro Rall Transit System Ling 3 (MRT-3) are
heroby approved the specifics of which are ag follows:

1. Operations of the MRT-1 ghall be temporarily s ed for approximately 5 days beginning
07 July 2020 oy untll Reverse Transcription - Polymerase Chain Reaction (RT-PCR) testing
confirms negative a sufficient number of pemonne! to resunoe at lonst limited operations;

2. Disinfection of facilities and RT-PCR testing of MRT-3 personnel by Philippine Const Guard
shall be prioritized ; and

3. Bus augmentation during the suspension shall be increased,

B. The proactive recommendations of the Department of Agricnlturs (DA) in implementing a
whole-of-nation approach to deter the spreed of the new strain of G4-HINI or the Swine Fiy
Virus are hereby approved, the specifics of which are as follows:

I. The setting-up of inter-agency surveillance mechenisms for swine farma nnd workers
especially those regularly exposed to pigs s a wmst. This effort shall be actively linked to

global efforts to monitor the emerging disense. Further resenrch on any emerging disease
shall be conducted; and
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2. The concerned ogencies partienlidy the Department of Hesibih, Depariment of Agriculinre,

and Bureau of Custmns are hereby directed to sirictly implenten Republic Act No, 10611 or
the Foud Snfety Actof 2013, cspeeinlly Section 12, lem (0) thereof,

C. The reconmendutions of the sub=Teehnival Working Group on the Entry of Foreign Nafionals are
approved. the specifies of which are o follows:

. The sTWG on the Entry of Foreign Mationnls shall be reconstituied ta sub-Technigal
Working Grovp on Travel:

2 The saspension of non il trnvel by Filipinos pussuant to nter-Agency Tosk Forey
Resolution No. 13 dated 17 Mareh 2000 is lerehy lifed, All trovel restrictions relative 1o
outhound travel of Filipinos pursunnt w previens IATI Resolutions are likewise 1 fved;

3o Fhe nos-essentish authound avel of Filipinos shall be subjec to the fol lowing conditions:

. Submission of confirmed round-wip tickets lor those wrnvelling on tonrdst visns:

i, Adegusie travel and hentth insurance to gaver rehaoking and accommodntion
expenses i sieanded, nmd hospitalization i:tur.e ol infection, in such mmoun ns
mny be determined by the Department of Tourigm:

i, Allowed entry by the destination country in accordence with their lravel, henlth and
qunrantine resirictions;

v, Execmtion of o Declaration ncknawledging the rigks involved in ravelling,
ineluding risk of delay in (heir rewsn 1rip, 1o be provided for in the check-in
counters by the nirlines; and

Vo  Upon rewn, shall follow the Guidefines of Returning Overseas Filipinos of Ihe
National Task Force (NTF).

All of the foregoing is without prejudice t the exercise of the mundate of the Buresn of
Inwnigration prior i departure.

D. The averal] stmtegic communications rondmnp ns presented by the NTF Task Group on Strateglc
Communiention Is hereby approved.

APPROVED during the 52md Inter-Agency Task Force Muating. as reflected in the minutes of
the meeting. hield this Gih of July 2020 vi video conference,

.DUQUE 111 KA ALEXE] B. NOGRALES
:tnry, Mepartment of Health Cabinet Secretary, Office of the Cubinet Scereiary
IATY Chairperson IATT Co-Chairperson

tud
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g'li:.rﬁ REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES

ﬂ?‘f INTER-AGENCY TASK FORCE i
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ettt
CER’TIF[CA’I‘IDYI
This ig to certify that:

1. 1 am presently un Assistant Secretary of the Department of Health;

2. T am the designaled Head of the Secretariat of the Inter-Agency Task Force (IATF)
on the Management of Emerging Tnfectious Discases crented under Executive Order
No. 168, series of 2014 and chaived by the Department of Health DOy,

3 The TATF Secretarint holds office in the DOII Main Office, Sun Lazaro Compound,
Tayuman, Sta, Criz, Manila;

4. T am the custodian of the records of the TATF, including the Minutes of Meetings
nnd Regolutions;

5 In the Regular Mecling of the JATF held on Ay 2070 via

teleconference during which a quorum was present and scted throuphout, IATF
Resolution No. £2  was unanimously approved and mlopted;

6. The foregoing resolution has been signed by Secretary Francisco T. Duque 111 and
Cabinet Secretary Karlo Alexei D. Nograles upion authority of the TATF Membaers;

7. The aforesaid resolution has not been altered, modified nor revoked and the snme js
now in full force and effect;

8, T1am cxecuting this Certification for whatever legitimate pucpose this may serve,

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hercunto affixed my signature this 1M day of July
2020, Manila,

KENNETH G. Rﬂlg LLO, MD, MPHM
Assigtant Scoretary, D ent of Health
Secretarial Head, TATF

MMR coPY



