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14 September 2020

CUSTOMS MEMORANDUM CIRCULAR
No.__ J29- 9020

To:  The Assistant Commissioner
All Deputy Commissioners
All Directors and Division Chiefs
All District/Port Collectors
And Others Concerned

SUBJECT: Administrative Order No. 32 (s.2020)

Attached is the copy of Memorandum dated 31 August 2020 from the Ms, Grace
Karen G. Singson, Undersecretary, Privatization Group and Office of Special Concerns,
Department of Finance, endorsing a copy of Administrative Order No. 32 (s.2020),
entitled:

"Expediting the Review and Approval Process of Infrastructure
Flagship Projects on Water Security”

For your information and guidance,

For record purposes, please confirm the dissemination of this circular
throughout your offices within fifteen (15) days from,

!
|

REY LEONARDO B. GUERRERO
y Commjsgioner&
SEP 8 207

@%BOCUNS
Es 0313182

South Harbor, Gate 3, Port Area, Manila 1099
Tel. Nos 8527-4537, 8527-1935
Website: www.customs. gov.ph Email; Boc.cares@customs.gov.ph

A Modernized and Credible Customs Administration That is Amaong the World's Beyt
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Administrative Order No. 32 (s. 2020), Entitled “Expediting the “¢.2 -/
Review and Approval Process of Infrastructure Flagship Projects
on Water Security

We write this memorandum to inform the Secretary of the issuance by the President
of Administrative Order (“AD”) No. 32 (s. 2020), entitled “Expediting the Review and
Approval Process of Infrastructure Flagship Projects on Water Security” A copy of
the AO is attached in this memorandum.

SALIENT FEATURES

1. Application. The AO shall apply to the following water projects:
a. Identified water-resource projects in the list of infrastructure flagship
projects approved by the National Economic and Development Authority
(“NEDA”) as of 17 February 2020; and

b. Other similar projects that will be approved and identified as infrastructure
flagship projects by NEDA.

Based on the list of flagship projects (as of 17 February 2020), the following are
priority projects on water security:

a. Angat Water Transmission Improvement Project (to be implemented by the
Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage System [“MWSS”]);

b. Aqueduct No. 7 Project (to be implemented by MWSS);

¢. Kanan Dam Project (to be implemented by MWSS);
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d. New Centennial Water Source - Kaliwa Dam (to be implemented by MWSS);

e. Wawa Bulk Water Supply Project (to be implemented by MWSS);

f. Bohol Northeast Basin Multipurpose Dam Project (to be implemented by the
National Irrigation Administration [“N1A”]);

g. Chico River Pump Irrigation Project (to be implemented by NiA);

h. Kabulnan-2 Multipurp_ose Irrigation and Power Project (to be implemented
by NIA);
i. Malitubog-Marigadao Irrigation Project (to be implemented by NIA); and

j- Panay River Basin Integrated Development Project (to be implemented by
NIA).

2. Accel i f Evaluation an r Process. The AO directs all agencies to
prioritize the completion of reviews and approvals of infrastructure flagship
projects. Additionally, an application or request for license, clearance, permit or
certification is deemed approved upon the occurrence of the following:

a. The government office or agency fails to approve or disapprove an original
application or request for issuance of a license, clearance or permit within
the prescribed processing time;

b. The applicant has submitted all the required documents and paid the
regulatory fees; and

c. The government office or agency does not provide any reason or
explanation on why the request was not acted upon.

Regulatory approvals highlighted to be expedited in the AO are environmental
approvals! and those relating to Indigenous Peoples’ Rights.2

3 ive Participati e i-Red Ta hority (“ARTA”). Consistent with its
mandate,® the AQ directs ARTA to perform the following:
a. Monitor and evaluate compliance of agencies with the ARTA Law:

b. Ensure that local permits and barangay clearances related to infrastructure
water flagship projects on water security are applied, issued and obtained in
accordance with the prescribed processing time in the ARTA Law;

! Pursuant to Presidential Decree No. 1586 (s- 1978) and AO No. 42 (s. 2002).
2 Republic Act (“RA”) No. 8371, or the “Indigenous Peoples’ Rights Act of 1997.”

7 RA No. 9485, or the “Anti-Red Tape Act of 2007
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GRACE KAREN'G. SINGSON
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BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE PHILIPPINES
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EXPED]TING THE REWEW ANB AF’PROVAL PR)@CESS OF -
 INFRASTRUCTURE FLAGSHIP PROJECTS ON WATER SECUR?TY

WHEREAS the State recognizes that mvesiments in adequafe mfrastmcture
are necessary to fulfill the commitment of the Philippines under the Sustainable
Development Goals of ensuring universal imd equztabie access: f{; safe and affordable
crinking water for all by 2030;

WHEREAS acce}eraﬂon of mﬁasrruciure dev&iepmem in waxar resources is
one of the key pillars under'the Philippine Development Plan 2017 - 2022

WHEREAS Section 2 of Republac Act {RA) No. 9485, as amended by RA No.- St
11032 or the "Ease of Doing Business and Efficient Government Service Delivery Act © .
of 2018, declares it a policy of the State to promote integrity, accountability and proper
management of pubifc affairs and publie [ operty as well as- w estahlssh effectwe: ==k

g Ta;}e Authorsiy {ARTM shall review existmg laws. exeoutwe issuances and local
_ onimanoes and :eoommend the mpea{ of t’ze same ff daemed eutda‘ted radun&am

j poilues prcacesses and systems to ;mprove reguraztow managemeni te increase: the : _
. productivity, efficiency and effectiveness of bmmess ')erm?ttmc; and E:mﬂsmg::;_.___ (.

. agencies;

i WHEREAS, agency processes and prcxcedures--havéirou’:rﬂ'ihgély-_'e_i;ﬁd excessively g
 deleyed infrastructure fiagship projects on water security resulting n increasad costs

© THE PRESIDENT OF THE PUILT!
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..~ WHEREAS, there is 2 need for the National Government to pursue institutional
reforms such as sireamlining processes- of concerned agencies to encourage and

- guide investments in water supply, Sewerage and sanifation, and expedite the
approval and processing of Infrastructure flagship projects on water seeurity, while
‘Tespecting property rights and protecting public safety and the environment; and.

5 WHEREAS, Section 17, Article Vif ‘of the 1987 Constitution vests in the -
‘President the power of control over all executive departments, .-b.ureaua-agq- qff%x;gs. as

 weilas the mandate to ensure faithful execution of laws:

'NOW. THEREFORE, I, RODRIGO ROA DUTERTE, President of the -
Pﬁ'iﬁppéhes,__by virtue of the powers vestediin me by the Constitution and existing laws, -
- dohereby order: e R - Nl WS

Section 1. Infrastructure F lagship Projects on Water Security.
Infrastructure flagship projects on water seourily refer fo the identified Wwater-reésource . .
projects in the list of infrastructure flagship projects approved hy the National
Economic and Dev&i@pmenfmlthorily (NEDA}asof 17 February 2020 and ‘shall cover
other similar projects that wifl be approved and identified as such by the National
Govemme_nt.pursuant o relevant laws, rules and reguf_e_itions. :

Section 2. Evaluation and Approval Process. All agencies shal give priority
‘@ complete reviews and approvals of inf rastructure flagship projects on water security. -
strictly within the processing time ang deadlines established by faw. If a government
oflice or agency fails to approve or disapprove an originai application or request for -
issuance of license, clearance, permit, certification or authorization within. the -
prescribed processing time, where al the required documents have been submitted
and fees paid, and ng reason or explanation in writing was provided therefor, the said
~‘application or request shall be deemad approved, 5

- For this purpose, the Presidential Adviser for Flagship Progranis and. Projecls
(PA-FPP) and ihe NEDA shall directly coording te with the head of the relevant issuing -
agency 1o establish, in a manser consistent with law, ways 10 expedite the issuance
- of pertinent licenses, clearances, permits, certifications or authorizations, especially
- Ihose required under Presidential Decree Neo. 1586 (s. 1978), Administrative Order. i
No: 42 {s. 2002} and RA No, 8374 and th_eir-iéhple_m’ntihg rules and regulations, . - -

Section 3. Reports and Sanctions. Consistent with Seciion 17 of RA No. 9485,
©as amended, the _A’RTA.-shaifz_ monitor and evaluate the com pliance of agencies with -~
- the law, specifically with Sections 9(b), 10 and 11 thereof, and issue notices of Warning

o erring and/or noncomplying government ofﬁ{;iéis._.pr_em_pic:_fxeesi-_: £

niple aq ents

Within twenty (20) working days from the submission of comp uirements
n the application for -

and every week thereafler, until appropriate action is undertaken o

- the required license, clearance, permii, certification aor authorization, ‘the- ré;'rev_am G
- 18sUing agency shall submit a written report [o the PA-FPP and the NEDA, copy. . - -
:f_gmisﬁi&ng- the ARTA, regarding the status of the appiicé\]t_i_omj as .w'e;!;- as issues

2
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~ encountered and the causels for delay or inaction, with advice on the cofrectwe
- measures that may be undertaken, as approprizte: {

Sec‘t;on 4. Expedited Process and Reengmeenng Systems and:-

~Procedures. Heads of relevant agencies shall, within the fimiits prescribed by law, -

accelerate the permitting process of all infrastructure fl lagship projects -on water
 security and render ass;stanae necessary to suppart the PA-FFPP ana:i the NEDA!

“The ARTA shall ensure that local permits and barang:ny ciearances rera‘fed dod
infrastructure flagshin projects on water security shall be applied, issued, and obtained
. strictly in aocordance with the- prescrfbed pmcessmg time under RA No. 9485 as-
amendecl G :

Wiﬁmm prejudice to Sections 2 and 3 abave, and Administrative Order No. 23
(s. 2020). the ARTA, within thity (30) days from the effectivity of this: Order, shall
review and recommend to the Office of the President the repeal of butdated, redundant
and unnecessary licenses, permits, certifications or authorizations being required by
national government agencies and local government units in the srocessing and
approval of licenses, permits, cemﬂcatmns or authorizations far all mfrastmcture
flagship projects on water security 374

Section 8. Separab:lity if any part or provision of this Order shall be held
unconstitutional or invalid, the other parts or provisions hereof which afe not affected
shzll continue to be in full force and effect.

Section 6. Repeal. All other issuances inconsistent with this Qider are hereby
repealed or modified accordingly. :

Section 7. Effectivity. This Order shall %arce effect rmmediatety

: DONE, in the City of Manilg, this 26t8lay of  Avgust ; . in the Year c'f our
- Lord, Two Thousand and Twenty. : -

- By the President:

. ‘-:SALVADOR C. MEDIALDE
- Executive Secratary

?m 'mﬂhﬁ-‘i T e
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encouniered and the causels for delay or inaction, with dciwce on: the cuerectwe
measures that may be undertaken as appropriate. e
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i Section 4. Expedlted Process and Reengmeermg Systems ‘and
. Proceduras. Heads of relevant agencies shall, within the iimits prescribed by law,
accelerate the permitting process of all infrastructure flagship projects en water
security and render a&s!stanae necessary to support the PA- FPR and me NEDA

AN R s b | o

i The ARTA shali ensure that local permits and barangay clearances reiated fo
infrastructure flagship projects on water security shali be applied, issued, and obtained
strictly in accordance wnth the prescribed processmg time under RA NO 9485 2%
amended. : : :

Without prejudice to Sactions 2 and 3 above, and AdminiStr_ativa Ord_er"Nb. 23 !
{s. 2020), the ARTA, within thirty (30) days fram the effectivity of this Order, shall =
review and recommend fo the Office of the President the repeal of putdated, redundant.

and unnecessary licenses. permits, certifications or autharigations being required by
national government agencies and local government units in the processing and
approval of licenses, permils, cedifications or authorizations for all mfrastructure_-
flagship projects on water security,

Section 8. Separability. If any part or provision of this Order shall be held
unconstitutional or invalid. the other parts or provisions hereof which are not affected
shall continue to be in full force and sffect.

Section 6. Repeal. All other issuances ingonsistent with thla Oider are hereby
repesied ar modified accordingly.

Section 7. Effectivity. This Order shall take effect immediately.

I:&"

DONE. in the City of Manila, this 26tfiay of Avgust ' A the Year of our
Lord, Two Thousand and Twenty.

; ooz

By the President:

SALVADOR C. MEDIALDE

Executive Secratary b Mﬁmﬁ&m O;ﬁt:e
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