BUREAU OF CUSTOMS vy

Professionalism  Integrity Accountahiling

CUSTOMS MEMORANDUM CIRCULAR
NO._|3)-20 '
April 22, 2020
TO : All District and Sub-Port Collectors EEE
All Deputy Collectors for Assessment of BOC-01-03246
All Deputy Collector for Operations ’
All Chiefs, Formal Entry Division or Equivalent Unit
All Chiefs, Export Division or Equivalent Unit
All Others Concerned
SUBJECT : Issuance and Acceptance of Certificates of Origin (CO) under

Various Free Trade Agreements amidst COVID-19 Pandemic

To facilitate trade amidst the implementation of the Enhanced Community
Quarantine and to reduce risk of health exposure of both stakeholders and government
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Bureau, through the Department of Trade and
Industry (DTI), has requested the Free Trade Agreement (FTA) partners of the Philippines
to accept scanned copies of Certificates of Origin (COs) issued by its authorized
signatories as basis in granting the preferential treatment at the country of destination.

To date, Australia, Singapore, Thailand, New Zealand, Indonesia and Japan have
granted the request of the Philippines. Hence, scanned copies of Certificates of Origin
- issued by the Philippines under various FTAs for exports bound to the aforementioned
countries shall be accepted for purposes of claiming preferential tariff provided that hard
copy of the CO Form shall be submitted within 30 days from filing of import entry. Hard
copy presentation of applicable COs upon filing of import entry for exports bound to FTA
partners for FTA partners not mentioned above shall still be observed until further notice.

Likewise, current measures on the issuance of COs by various FTA partners were
also provided as reference for CO verification during import clearance in the Philippines.
The parties also requested to disregard any minor discrepancies in the documents
submitted in V[eW the current S|tuat|on ;i :

The summary of the i |ssuance and acceptance measures implemented by varzous |
FTA partners |s hereto attached for reference. :

For info‘rrmation.

REY LEONARDO B. GUERRERO
Commissioner 4 MAY 11 207)

South Harbor, Gate 3, Port Area, Manila 1099
Tel. Nos 527-4537, 527-1935
Website: www.customs.gov.ph Email: Boc.cares@customs.gov.ph

A Modernized and Credible Customs Adminictration Thet is Ameng the Warid’s Best
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