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Repubilic of the Philippines
Department of Finance

BUREAU OF CUSTOMS
Manila 1099

04 January 2019

CUSTOMS MEMORANDUM CIRCULAR
NO.  09-20]9

To:  All Deputy Commissioners
All Directors and Division Chiefs
All District/Port Collectors
And Others Concerned

Subject: Regional Intelligence Liaison Office Asia-Pacific (RILO A/P)
Alert Nos. 6/2018, Drugs Trafficking in Greater Mekong Sub-
region and 7/2018, Trafficking Routings of Methamphetamine

Attached is the electronic mail dated 31 December 2018 of Ms. Marie
Wong, Project Manager, RILO A/P, World Customs Organization relative to
the RILO AP Alert No. 6/2018, Drugs Trafficking in Greater Mekong Sub-
region and RILO AP Alert No. 7/2018, Traffickihg Routing of
Methamphetamine.

For your information and guidance.

For record purposes, please confirm the dissemination of this circular
throughout your offices within fifteen (15) days from r&cejpt hereof.

-mu Buraau of Custams

REY LEDNA"l}gP E:\ guERRERO
LTI T TR
19-00248

REY LEONARDO B. GUERRERO =
Commissionerry- JAN 08 7613

South Harbor, Gate 3, Port Area, Manila 1099 Tel Nos. 527-4537, 527-1938 (OCOM)
Website: www.customs.gov.ph. Email: Boc.cares@customs.gov.ph (PIAD)




Yahoo Mail - RILO AP Alert No.7/2018 — Routing and Traffickin... https://mail.yahoo.com/d/folde essages/ANwdFUcXym!

| of 4

MEBESPER COPY
RILO AP Alert No.7/2018 - Routing and Trafficking of Methamphetamine

From: RILO A/P (office@riloap.org)

To: k0799202160@yahoo.com; Australia-RILO@border.gov.au; Australia-wco@border.gov.au; Australia-
rilo@abf.gov.au; Claire.marshall@border.gov.au; dg-intelligence@customs.gov.bd;
shamimakter_cus@yahoo.com; bihamo@mof.gov.bt; zulfaisal.saherin@customs.gov.bn;
azrey.ibrahim@customs.gov.bn; amanina.mahrub@customs.gov.bn;
cam.customs.douane.2013@gamil.com; cam-customs-douane@live.com; gbhg4133@customs.gov.cn;
leiyutian@customs.gov.cn; xulu@customs.gov.cn; ginda@customs.gov.cn; skhan@frcs.org.fj;
jvuto@frca.org.fj; hk_liaison@customs.gov.hk; kitty_fl_poon@customs.gov.hk;
Vivek.Chaturvedi@icegate.gov.in; rakesh.dahiya@gov.in; eco.hongkong@mea.gov.in;
jaspreet.sukhija@nic.in; khoirul.hadzig@customs.go.id; piasdo.muaranuli@customs.go.id;
multilaterall.inacustoms@gmail.com; kakhki@irica.org; b.i.c.o@irica.org; kakhki@irica.org;
A_Habibvand@irica.org; Amir_barez@ymail.com; b.i.c.o@irica.org; A_Habibvand®@irica.org;
Amir_barez@ymail.com; tyo-chosa-iio@customs.go.jp; kcsiid@korea.kr; cipd@korea kr;
tsamkim@korea.kr; laocustoms.icd@gmail.com; laocustoms.icd@gmail.com;
whchan@customs.gov.mo; wykong@customs.gov.mo; mfadzli.abdjalil@customs.gov.my;
badruinizam.nasir@customs.gov.my; ismail.nashid@customs.gov.my;
Ismail.hamdoon@customs.gov.mv; enkhtaivan.g@customs.gov.mn; montaitun@yahoo.com;
peace.t99@gmail.com; munkhzul884@customs.gov.mn; Khuderchuluunm@gmail.com;
batgerel_t@yahoo.com; Batgerel840@ customs.gov.mn; gzthbg@customs.gov.mn;
gungaabaterdene@gmail.com; mmcustoms.intsec@gmail.com; int-customs@mof.gov.mm;
mcd.ygn@mptmail.net.mm; wan@customs.gov.np; crm@customs.gov.np; ganes.aryal@gmail.com;
International.Liaison@customs.govt.nz; ndib@ndib.govt.nz; ci@fbr.gov.pk; adcjiap@hotmail.com;
lahuim@customs.gov.pg; siovev@customs.gov.pg; vbnhsiove@gmail.com;
rodrigosgonzales@yahoo.com.ph; aviali@revenue.gov.ws; tlia@revenue.gov.ws;
aonesemo@revenue.gov.ws; hmccarthy@revenue.gov.ws; lvaaulu@revenue.gov.ws;

CUSTOMS _International@customs.gov.sg; TAN_Seow_Peng@cnb.gov.sg; CNB_Registry@cnb.gov.sg;
ZHANG_Yuguang@ica.gov.sg; Azilah_Abu_Che@®ica.gov.sg; kh.dharmakeerthi@customs.gov.lk;
investigation3.rtc@gmail.com; depereira@mof.gov.tl; abelo@mof.gov.tl; saun@customs.gov.io;
michaelc@customs.gov.to; faoneb@customs.gov.to; strief@vanuatu.gov.vuy; jsala@vanuatu.gov.vy;
cucdtcbl@customs.gov.vn; huongpttcbhl@gmail.com

Cc:  office@riloap.org
Date: Monday, 31 December 2018, 2:34 PM GMT+8

Dear all,

Please accept my apology and ignore my previous mail as the attachment was blocked by
security system. The RILO AP Alert No.7/2018 is attached herewith for your reference.

You are suggested to read this alert in conjunction with alert 6/2018 as they are relevant.
Thank you for your support and understading.
Regards,

Marie Wong (Ms)
Project Manager

01/04/2019, 12:03 |
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WCO RILO AP

Original Message
Subject : FW> RILO AP Alert No.6/2018 — Drugs Trafficking in Greater Mekong Sub—region

Date - 2018-12-31 12:50:49

From : RLO A/P <office@iloap.org>

To @ k0799202160@yahoo.com; Australia—RILO@border.gov.au; Australia—wco@border.gov.au; Australia—
rlo@abf.gov.au; Claire.marshall@border.gov.au; dg-inteligence@customs.gov.bd;
shamimakter_cus@yahoo.com; blhamo@mof.gov.bt; zulfaisal. saherin@customs.gov.bn;

azrey .ibrahim@customs.gov.bn; amanina. mahrub@customs. gov.bn;

cam.customs. douane.2013@gami.com; cam—customs—douane@ive.com; gbhgd133@customs.gov.cn
lelyutian@customs.gov.cn: xulu@gustoms.gov.cn; ginda@customs.gov.cn; skhan@jfres. org. fi:
jvuto@frca.org. fj; hk_liaison@customs.gov.hk; kitty_fl_poon@customs.gov.hk;
Vivek.Chaturvedi@icegate.gov.in; rakesh.dahiya@gov.in; eco.hongkong@mea.gov.in;
jaspreet.sukhija@nic.in; khoirul. hadzig@customs.go.id: piasdo.muaranuli@customs.go. id:

multilaterall .inacustoms@gmail.com; kakhki@irica.org; b.i.c.o@fica.org; kakhki@iica.org;
A_Habibvand@irica.org;, Amir_barez@ymail.com; b.i.c.o@iica.org, A_Habibvand@iica.org;
Amir_barez@ymail.com; tyo—chosa—iio@customs.go.jp; kcsiid@korea.kr; cipd@korea.kr; tsamkim@korea.kr;
laocustoms.icd@gmail.com; laocustoms.icd@gmail.com; whchan@customs. gov.mo;
wykong@customs.gov.mo; mfadzii. abdjali@customs.gov.my; badruinizam. nasit@customs.gov.my;

ismail. nashid@customs.gov.mv; lsmail.hamdoon@customs.gov.mv; enkhtaivan.g@customs.gov.mn;
montaitun@yahoo.com; peace.t99@gmail.com; munkhzul884@customs.gov.mn;
Khuderchuluunm@gmail. com; batgerel_t@yahoo.com; Batgerel840@customs.gov.mn;
gzthbg@customs.gov.mn; gungaabaterdene@gmail.com; mmcustoms.intsec@gmail.com; int—
customs@mof.gov.mm; med.ygn@mptmail.net.mm; wan@customs.gov.np; crm@customs.gov.np;
ganes.aryal@gmail.com; Intemational. Liaison@customs.govt.nz; ndib@ndib.govt.nz; ci@fbr.gov.pk;
adcjiap@hotmail.com; lahuim@customs.gov.pg: siovev@customs.gov.pg: vbnhsiove@gmail.com;
rodrigosgonzales@yahoo.com.ph; aviali@evenue.gov.ws; tia@evenue.gov.ws;
aonesemo@revenue.gov.ws; hmecarthy@revenue.gov.ws; vaaulu@mevenue.gov.ws; CUSTOMS
Intemational (CUSTOMS) <CUSTOMS_intemational@customs.gov.sg>; Seow Peng TAN (CNB)
<TAN_Seow_Peng@cnb.gov.sg> CNB Registry (CNB) <CNB_Registry@cnb.gov.sg> Yuguang ZHANG
(ICA) <ZHANG_Y uguang@ca.gov.sg>; Azilah ABU CHE (ICA) <Azilah_Abu_Che@ica.gov.sg>;
kh.dhammakeerthi@customs.gov. k; investigation3.tc@gmail.com: depereira@mof.gov.il; abelo@mof.gov.tl;
saun@customs.gov.to; michaelc@customs.gov.to; faoneb@customs.gov.to; strief@vanuatu.gov.vu;
jsala@vanuatu.gov.vu; cucdichi@customs.gov.vn; huongpttcbl@gmail. com

Ce :

Dear NCPs in AP region,

Greetings from Seoul, Korea.

Please find RILO AP Alert No. 7/2018 is enclosed for your information and necessary
dissemination.

You are suggested to read Alert No. 7/2018 in conjunction with 6/2018 as they are
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relevant.

Taking this opportunity, wish you a happy and fruitful new year!

Regards,

Marie WONG (Ms)
Project Manager
WCO RILO AP

Original Message
Subject : RILO AP Alert No.6/2018 — Drugs Trafficking in Greater Mekong Sub—region

Date @ 2018-12-13 18:35:14

From : RILO A/P <office@riloap.org>

To : k0799202160@yahoo.com; Australia—RILO@border.gov.au; Australia—wco@border.gov.au;
Australia—rlo@abf.gov.au; Claire. marshal@border.gov.au; dg-inteligence@cusioms.gov.bd;
shamimakter_cus@yahoo.com; blhamo@mof.gov.bt; zulfaisal. saherin@customs.gov.bn;

azrey .ibrahim@customs.gov .bn; amanina. mahrub@customs. gov.bn;

cam.customs.douane. 201 3@gami.com; cam—customs—douane@ive.com; gbhg4133@customs.gov.cn;
lelyutian@customs.gov.cn; xulu@customs.gov.cn; ginda@customs.gov.cn; skhan@fres.org. fj:
jvuto@frca.org.fj; hik_liaison@customs.gov.hk; kitty_fl_poon@customs.gov.hk;
Vivek.Chaturvedi@icegate.gov.in; rakesh.dahiya@gov.in; eco.hongkong@mea.gov.in,
jaspreet.sukhija@nic.in; khoirul.hadzig@customs.go.id; piasdo.muaranuli@customs.go.id;

muttilaterall .inacustoms@gmail.com; kakhki@irica. org; b.i.c.o@irica.org; kakhki@irica.org;
A_Habibvand@iica. org: Amir_barez@ymail.com; b.i.c.o@irica.org; A_Habibvand@iica.org;
Amir_barez@ymail.com; tyo—chosa—iio@customs.go.jp; kesiid@korea. ki cipd@korea.kr;
tsamkim@korea.kr; laocustoms.icd@gmail.com; laocustoms.icd@gmail. com; whchan@customs.gov.mo;
wykong@customs.gov.mo; mfadzli.abdiali@customs.gov.my: baduinizam. nasir@customs. gov.my;
ismail. nashid@customs.gov.mv; Ismail. hamdoon@customs.gov.mv; enkhtaivan.g@customs.gov.mn;
montaitun@yahoo.com; peace.t99@gmail.com; munkhzul884@customs.gov.mr;
Khuderchuluunm@gmail. com;  batgerel_t@yahoo.com; Batgerel840@customs.gov.mn;
gthbg@customs.gov.mn; gungaabaterdene@gmail.com; mmcustoms.inisec@gmail.com; int—
customs@mof.gov.mm; med.ygn@mptmail.net.mm; wan@customs.gov.np; cmm@customs.gov.np;
ganes.aryal@gmail.com; Intemational. Liaison@customs. govt.nz; ndib@ndib.govt.nz; ci@fbr.gov.pk:
adcjiap@hotmail.com: lahuim@customs.gov.pg; siovev@customs.gov.pg; vbnhsiove@gmail.com;
rodrigosgonz ales@yahoo.com.ph; aviali@evenue.gov.ws; tlia@revenue.gov.ws;
aonesemo@evenue.gov.ws; hmccarthy@evenue.gov.ws; aaulu@revenue.gov.ws; CUSTOMS
International (CUSTOMS) <CUSTOMS_intemationak@customs.gov.sg> Seow Peng TAN (CNB)
<TAN_Seow_Peng@cnb.gov.sg> CNB Registry (CNB) <CNB_Registry@cnb.gov.sg>; Yuguang ZHANG
(ICA) <ZHANG_Y uguang@ica.gov.sg>; Azilah ABU CHE (ICA) <Azilah_Abu_Che@ica.gov.sg>;
kh.dharmakeerthi@customs.gov . Ik; investigation3.nc@gmail. com; depereira@mof.gov tl;
abelo@mof.gov.tl; saun@customs.gov.to; michaelc@customs.gov.to; facneb@customs.gov.to;
stief@vanuatu.gov.vu; jsala@vanuatu.gov.vu; cucdtchi@customs.gov.vn; huongptichi@gmail.com

Ce s

Dear NCPs in AP region,

01/04/2019, 12:03 |



Greetings from Seoul, Korea.

Please find RILO AP Alert No. 6/2018 is enclosed for your information and
necessary dissemination.

Thanks and regards,

Marie WONG (Ms)

Project Manager

Regional Intelligence Liaison Office for Asia and the Pacific
World Customs Organization

Address: #721 Eonju-ro, Gangnam-gu, Seoul, 06050, Korea
Email: office@riloap.org

Phone: +82-2-510-1936 | Fax: +82-2-2015-7874

"% RILO AP Alert 6_2018 Drug Trafficking in Mekong Region.pdf
| 384.4kB

| % RILO AP Alert 7_2018 Meth Trafficking - Pax Routing.pdf
J 510.7kB
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JRLoAP  ALERT No. 6/2018

Bridge across borders

Drugs Trafficking in Greater Mekong Sub-region

DATE 12 December 2018
ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ?&u Operation Mekong Dragon, UNODC and open sources
Regional Intelligence Liaison Office for Asia and the Pacific
CONTACT #721 Eonju-ro, Gangnam-gu, Seoul, 06050, Korea
Tel: +82-2-510-1936 / Email: office@riloap.org
Content of Alert

Myanmar seizes 370 kg of Heroin worth USD 4.7 million

Reported in open source, Myanmar has seized 37 kg of heroin worth USD$ 4.7
million during an enforcement action on 8 December 2018. The heroin was
discovered in a truck outside a monastery near Taunggyi, a city of Myanmar. As a
result of the raid, 170 kg of white heroin and 200 kg of brown heroin were found and
seized. Two men were arrested in the case'.

According to information from UNODC, 41,000 hectares of land in Myanmar
were being used to grow poppies in 2017, compared to 55,000 hectares in 2015.
Myanmar is the world’s second largest opium producer after Afghanistan.
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The Map of Greater Mekong Sub-region (Credit: Soksovanmonni Huot)

! https:/fwww.dailymail.co.uk/wires/afp/article-6479013/Myanmar-seizes-heroin-haul-worth-4-7m-police.html



The Drugs Situation in Greater Mekong Sub-region

The “Golden Triangle”, an area covers the borders of Myanmar, Thailand and
Lao PDR within the Mekong River basin, has long been associated with the
production and trafficking of narcotics, particularly heroin. The larger area of Mekong
River basin, namely Greater Mekong Sub-region (GMS), included 6 countries in total:
Cambodia, China, Lao PDR, Myanmar, Thailand and Viet Nam.

In recent years, the drug ftrafficking activities in GMS is undergoing
transformation. Drug syndicates switched to manufacture methamphetamine in GMS,
mainly produced in Myanmar. The criminal gangs supply “lce” (crystallized
methamphetamine) and the caffeine-laced tablets — Yaba to the illicit market. The
precursors for manufacture Methamphetamine were mainly from India and China.

The surge in synthetic drugs and oversupply of methamphetamine has led to a
decline of street prices in the region. For example, Yaba tablets were going down
from USD $5-15 to USD $1-5 per tablet. Similar decline has been recorded on the
price of crystal methamphetamine. Both make the drugs more affordable and
accessible?.

The drugs were supplied not only to GMS and South East Asia countries but also
smuggled to other countries in AP Region. GMS is a primary source of
methamphetamine to Australia, Japan, Korea and New Zealand. Record-high
seizures have been reported by countries in GMS in recent years and high-volume
of methamphetamine trafficked from GMS to Australia, Japan and New Zealand has
been recorded this year?.

Methamphetamine and heroin are currently estimated to be worth USD $40
billion in the regional drug market, according UNODC information.

RILO Comment

Myanmar is still one of the primary source of narcotics, especially Heroin and
Methamphetamine. The drugs have been smuggled within and across AP Region via
neighbouring countries.

To combat against drugs and drug precursors trafficking in Mekong Region,
China Customs and Viet Nam Customs initiated a joint sub-regional operation, named
“OPERATION MEKONG DRAGON”, to strengthen Customs cooperation in the
Greater Mekong Sub-region (GMS). The Operation is coordinated by RILO AP with
the support of UNODC. Korea Customs Service takes part as observer to support the
Operation in the capacity of hosting administration of RILO AP. This is a 6-month
operation started on September 2018 until February 2019. Six countries in GMS,
including Cambodia, China, Lao PDR, Myanmar, Thailand and Viet Nam have joined
the Operation.

2 “Myanmar hosts talks on Asia Pacific strategy to control drug-making chemicals” by UNODC
(Link: http://iwww.unodc.org/unodc/en/frontpage/2018/November/myanmar-hosts-talks-on-asia-pacific-strategy-to-
control-drug-making-chemicals.html)

3 “Alarming levels' of methamphetamine trafficking in Asia's Mekong, UN wams” by UNODC (Link:
https:/iwww.unodc.orgfunodc/en/frontpage/2018/May/drogue-en-asie-_-niveaux-alarmants-de-trafic-de-
mthamphtamine-dans-la-rgion-du-mkong-onudc.html)




As at 12 December 2018, 35 seizure cases of drugs have been reported by
participants. To strengthen and step up information and intelligence exchange, an
Operation Coordination Unit (OCU) will be set up at China Customs office in
Guangzhou, China, between 13 and 20 December 2018.

RILO AP continues to coordinate and cooperate with members on joint
operations against drug trafficking. Members are encouraged to join hands to combat
against illicit drug activities in the region.




RLOAP  ALERT No. 7/2018

Bridge across borders

Trafficking Routings of Methamphetamine

DATE 28 December 2018
SOURCE OF Drugs Seizure Immediate Notification System (DSINS(Air)) Ref.
INFORMATION No. RILO/DSINS/4662, 4663, 4665, 4666, 4667

Regional Intelligence Liaison Office for Asia and the Pacific
CONTACT #721 Eonju-ro, Gangnam-gu, Seoul, 06050, Korea

Tel: +82-2-510-1936 / Email: office@riloap.org

Content of Alert

Significant quantity of methamphetamine has been seized from air
passengers

This Alert is suggested to read in conjunction with RILO AP Alert 6/2018.

Jépan Customs detected 5 cases of trafficking of methamphetamine by air
passengers at Japan airports between late October and early December. The case
information are tabulated as below:-

Date Location | Quantity | Concealment Arrest Routing

26 Oct | Kansai 2 kg Suitcase false | 1 Korean male Cambodia-
Airport (approx.) | compartment Malaysia - Japan

11 Nov | Kansai 1.88 kg Baggage false | 1 Taiwanese | Cambodia —Korea
Airport compartment female - Japan

14 Nov | Kansai 0.74 kg | Body packed 1 Malaysian | Malaysia - Japan
Airport male

14 Nov | Kansai 0.25 kg Body packed 1 Malaysian | Malaysia - Japan
Airport female

1 Dec Narita 1.75 kg Baggage false | 1 Canadian | Lao PDR -
Airport compartment male Viet Nam - Japan

It was believed the drugs were manufactured in “Golden Triangle” and smuggled
to Japan via South East Asia countries.

Modus Operandi:-
Concealed in false compartment of baggage

1.

2. Body packed

(Please see below photos for details of concealment)




Brand of the suitcase
“POLO RESORT”




Methamphetamine
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Photos by courtesy of Japan Customs




RILO Comment

Methamphetamine is one of the most popular narcotics smuggled in AP region.
The Golden Triangle is the main source of methamphetamine. Syndicates smuggled
the drugs within and across AP Region via neighbouring countries. It was revealed
that criminal groups have close relation with ethnic armed groups and are scattered
around Golden Triangle to participating in methamphetamine production actively.

Members are suggested to pay more attention on suspicious air passengers
travelled from South East Asia countries, especially the passengers used circuitous
routing of travelling.




