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MEMORANDUM

TO

FROM

SUBJECT

DATE

Mﬁﬁ;"\fR COPY

ALL DISTRICT COLLECTORS
ALL PORT COLLECTORS
ALL OTHERS CONCERNED

I

ATTY. ARD J S A. DY BUCO
Deputy Commissioner & -
Assessment and Operations Coordinating Group

Inter-Agency Task Force (IATF) for the Management of
Emerging Infectious Diseases Resolution No. 52 series of 2020

03 September 2020

This has reference to the letter of Secretary William D. Dar, Department of
Agriculture transmitting a copy of Inter-Agency Task Force (IATF) for the Management
of Emerging Infectious Disease Resolution No. 52 s. 2020, which directs the concerned
agencies particularly the Department of Health (DOH), Department of Agriculture (DA),
and the Bureau of Customs (BOC) to strictly implement Republic Act No. 10611 or the
Food Safety Act (FSA) of 2013, especially Section 12, ltem (B) thereof.

Section 12, ltem (B) of the Food Safety Act (FSA) of 2013 states that:

SEC. 12 Application to Trade - Foods imported, produced, processed, and
distributed for domestic and export shall comply with the following
requirements:

(xxx)

Attached herewith are copies of the said resolution and the Republic Act No. 10611

(b) Imported foods shall undergo cargo inspection and clearance
procedures by the DA and the DOH at the first port of entry to defermine
compliance with national regulations. This inspection by the DA and the
DOH shall always take place prior fo assessment for tariff and other
charges by the BOC. The BOC and the Association of International
Shipping Lines (AISL) shall provide the DA and the DOH documents
such as the Inward Foreign Manifest of Amiving Vessels to enable the
DA and the DOH to identify shipments requiring food safety inspection.

or the Food Safety Act of 2013 for your ready reference.

Please be guided accordingly.
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Republic of the Fhilippines
@ongress of the Philippines
Srtrs Marils
Fifteenth Qongress

Wrird Regular Session

|
I

Begun and held in Metro Manila, on Monday, the twenty-third
day of July, two thousand twelve.

| ReruBLiCc ACT No. 10611 ]

AN ACT TO STRENGTHEN THE FOOD SAFETY REGULATORY
SYSTEM IN THE COUNTRY TO PROTECT CONSUMER
.HEALTH AND FACILITATE MARKET ACCESS OF LOCAL

FOODS AND FOOD PRODUCTS, AND FOR OTHER

i
PURPOSES

Be it enacted by the Senaie and House of Represeniatives of the
Philippines in Congress assembled:

ARTICLE ]
DEGLARNI'IO)# OF POLICY AND OBJECTIVES

SECTION 1. Short Title. — Thie Act shall be known as
the “Food Safety Act of 2013".

SEC. 2. Declaration of Policy. — Section 15, Artcle 11

of the 1987 Philippine Constitution declares that the State
shall protect and promote the right w health of the people and
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SEC. 42. Effectiviry. — This Act shall take effect fifteen
{15} dawe after ite publicanon in two (2) newspapers of general
circulanon,

Approved.
|
!

FELICIAN f; BELMON

Speaker of ine HopsS
of. Representaiiu

-~ 4

8G0Y ESERCITO ESTRADA
ing Senate Presidenf

This Act whien 1= 2 consohidation of Senate Bill Nc. 3311
and House Bill No. 6474 was finally passed by the Senate
and the House -of Representatives on June & 201%.

gy S
. =
MARILYN 8. BARGA-Y AP EMMA LIRIO-] s
Secretary General Becretary of the Senaic

House of Representatives

Approved: AUE 2 3 2013
Y
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PN i .
BENIGNO S./ AQUINO IU
President of the Philippines
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Republic of the Philippines  § HGFTLFE RTINS COOPEMATIONDIY St
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCGE CEiViEr 2y; _Charles

Roxas Boulevard Comer Pablo Ocampo, Sr. Stre J ' ERE . S‘ 4 ==
Manila 1004 =
DATE SEP ﬂ 2['
C(( 2_{) uc”om—u . __ e o

20 August 2020

Honorable REY LEONARDO B. GUERRERO
Commissioner

‘Bureau of Customs (BOC)

'South Harbor, Gate 3

Port Area, Manila

Dear Commissioner Guerrero:

As instructed by the Secretary of Finance, we are transmitting herewith, for information
and/or appropriate action, a copy of the 14 July 2020 letter, with enclosures, addressed
to the Secretary of Finance from Secretary William D. Dar, Department of Agriculture
(DA), requesting assistantce from this office to disseminate the Inter-Agency Task Force
for the Management of Emerging Infectious Disease (IATF) Resolution No. 52 series of
2020, which directs the “concerned agencies particularly the Department of Health, |
Department of Agriculture, and the Bureau of Customs to strictly implement Republic Act.
No.10611 or the Food Safety Act (FSA) of 2013, especially Section 12, item (B) thereof.”
Please note that an advance copy of this document was also sent to your office on 19
August 2020 through electronic mail.

Please address any responses to the Secretary of Finance.

For any clarifications, please contact Telephone Number 8522 3262 or send an email to
' secfin@dof.gov.ph with the reference number 081720DOF00642I.

|
iThank you.
|

|
|
|
- |
OFi:ICE OF THE SECRETARY i 5
' DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE {{? F:?L’:uu TR I"f
| . 4@ DEPARTMENT OF FINANGE Geice m 5_;«*“9“"145

153/0KEp |
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HON, CARLOS G. DOMINGUEZ
Secretary

Department of Finance
DOF Bldg, BSP Complex @

BF=1ChT

\I P el
!\& AllG 17 2[}20‘ !|‘
W b)Y

CENTRAL RECORUS MGKT. DIVISIGH

Roxas Blvd 1004

| Dear Secretary Dominguez,

[t has been our mandate as government agencies to participate and be of great contribution to the pursuit
of our national security. With this, the government must address the glabal and national threat of the
COVID-19 pandemic while ensuring food safety and security at all lavels. The entry of transhoundary

animal, plant and/or fish diseases that affect the country’s livestock industry, agriculture economy and
food security is a breach of our national security.

As of 26 June 2020, a total number of 299,956 hogs were culled due to the spread of the African Swine
Fever [ASF) In the country, More than 1,000 barangays in eight (8) reglons with baclyard and commercial
hog farms were heavily affected, This current situation in the swine Industry does not only affect the
livelihood of our fellow Filipino hog raisers but also the supply of pork and pork products in the country,

| One strategic method to prevent the entry of these devastating transboundary diseases is to strengthen

the border protection through the establishment of Agricultural Commaodity Examination Area (ACEA) in
designated major international ports in the country.

The Inter-Agency Task Force for the Management of Emerging Infectious Diseases (IATF) in its meeting |
held onJuly 6, 2020 passed Resolution No, 52 series of 2020 wherein “the concerned agencies particularly !
the Department of Health, Department of Agriculture and Bureau of Customs are directed to strictly

implement Republic Act No. 10611 ar the Foad Safety Act (FSA) of 2013, especially Section 12, Item (B)
thereof.”

The Food Safety Act of 2013, Section 12, [tem B states that imported [oods shall undergo cargo inspection i
and clearance procedures by the DA and the DOH at the first port of entry to determine compliance with !
national regulations. This inspection by the DA and DOH shall always take place prior to assessment for
tariff and other charges by the Bureau of Customs. Further, it was provided that the BOC and the
Association of International Shipping Lines (AISL) shall provide the DA and DOH documents such as the

Inward Foreign Manifest of Arriving Vessels to enable the DA and the DOH to identify shipments requiring
food safety inspection.

In view of the IATF Resalution, we would like to request from your good office to disseminate this

directive to your concerned BOC District Collectors assigned at the ports of entry, Our designated

Quarantine Officers (from the Bureau of Animal Industry, Bureau of Plant Industry and Bureau of

Fisheries and Aquatic Resources) will then make the necessary coordination with your BOC personnel to

ensure that the procedure of quarantine inspection/clearance hefore tariff assessment will be
ﬂ implemented in all ports of entry.

Our Department will provide the necessary cargo/shipment inspections and cleardnce procedures in
close coordination with the Bureau of Customs.

-—

| Your utmost consideration and action on this matter will be highly appreciated.

t
DEPT. OF FINANCE |

Very truly yours, P

b ENT OF ADRI r
Cee'G. wiiiw, o RS
WILLIAM D, DAR, Ph.D, Fll::r;::z :;f'&;"l]r::zc;i:] 2 ure Phi yqpme E;UF il
Secretary e U ool

Attachments:  [ATF Resolution No. 52, 52020
Food Safety Acr2013
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INTER-AGENCY TASK FORCE
FOR THE MANAGEMENT OF EMERGING INFECTIOUS DISEASES

@Tﬁ REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
5 A ﬂ{
“‘M.hﬁ"

RESOLUTION NO. 52
Series of 2020
Tuly 06, 2020

WHEREAS, on April 30, 2020, the Office of the Executive Sceretary issued Executive Order
(E.O.) No. 112 Imposing an Enhanced Community Quarantine in High-Risk Geographic Areas of the
Philippines and a General Community Quarantine in the Rest|of The Country from 01 To 15 May 2020,
Adopting The Omnibus Guidelines On The Implementation THereof, And For Other Purposes;

WHEREAS, on May 23, 2020, pursuant to the authority granted to the IATF under E.O. 112, the
LATF issued and published amended Omnibus Guidelines on the Implementation of the Community
Quarantine in the Philippines;

WﬁEREAS, due {o developments in the situation of the COVID-19 health event in the country,
further amendments are required to further streamline the government’s response lo the pandemic;

WHEREAS, as of 06 July 2020, there are Forty-8ix Thousand Three Hundred Thirty-three
(46,333) confirmed cases of COVID-19 in the Philippines.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, as it is hereby resolved that the IATF approves the
following:

A. In order to ensure continuity of transportation services in Metro Manila while safeguarding the
safety and well-being of the commuting public, the recommendations of the Department of
Transportation as to the operations of Maniln Metro Rail Transit System Line 3 (MRT-3) arc
hereby approved the specifics of which are as follows:

1. Operations of the MRT-3 shall be temporarily suspended for approximately 5 days beginning
07 July 2020 or until Reverse Transcription - Polymerase Chain Reaction (RT-PCR) testing
confirms negative a sufficient number of personne! to resume af lenst Hmited operations;

2. Disinfection of facilities and RT-PCR testing of MRT-3 personnel by Philippine Coast Guard
shall be prioritized ; and

3. Bus rugmentation during the suspension shall be increased,

B. The proactive recommendations of the Department of Agriculture (DA) in implementing a
whole-of-nation approach to deter the spread of the new strain of G4-HINI or the Swine Flu
Virus are hereby approved, the specifics of which are as follows:

. The setting-up of inter-agency surveillance mechanisms for swine farms and workers
especially those regularly exposed to pigs is a must. This effort shall be actively linked to

global efforls to monitor the emerging disense. Further research on any emerging disease
shall be conducted; and
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2. The concerned agencies particularly the Department of Health, Depuriment of Agriculture,

and Buremy of Customs are hereby directed to strietly implement Republic Act No. 1061) or
the Food Safety Act of 2013, especially Seetion 12, Ttem (b) thereof,

C. The reconmmendations of the sub-Technical Working Group on the Entry of Forcign Notionals arc
upproved, the specifies of which are as follows:

I. The sTWG on the Eniry of Forcign Nationals sholl be reconstituted (o sub-Technical
Working Group on Travel:

2. The suspension of non-essential travel by Filipinos pursunnt o Inter-Agency Task Foreé
Resolution Na, 13 dated 17 March 2020 is hereby lifted. All travel restrictions relative lo
outhound travel ol Filipinos pursunni to previous TATFE Resolutions are likewise lifted;

J. The non-essentiul authound travel of Filipinos shall be subject to the following conditions:

i.  Submission of confirmed round-trip tickets for those travelling on tourist visas:

il.  Adequale fravel and health insurance to gover rebooking und accommodation
expenses il siranded, and hospitalization inlease of infection, in such amount os
may be determined by the Department of Tourism;

iii.  Allowed entry by the destination country in necordance with (heir travel, health and
tuaranling vestrictions:

iv.  Execution of o Declaration acknowledging the risks involved in travelling,
including risk of delay in their return irip, to be provided for in the check-in
counters by the nirlines; and

Vo Upon rewrn, shall follow the Guidelines of Returning Overseas Filipinos of Ihe
National Tusk Force (NTF),

All of the forcgoing is withoul prejudice 1o the exercise ol the mandste of the Bureau of
Inmigration prior 1o departure.

D. The overall strutegic communications roadmap as presented by the NTF Task Group on Strategic
Communication is hereby opproved.

APPROVED during (he 52nd Inter-Agency Task Force Meeting. as reflecied in the minutes of
the meeling, held this 6th of July 2020 via video conference.

I T. DUQUE LI KARLOALEXE] B. NOGRALES
cpartment of Health Cabinet Seeretary, Office of the Cabinet Sceretary
IATF Chairperson IATF Co-Chairperson
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CER’ITFICATIO]T
This is to certify that;
I, Iam presently an Assistant Secretary of the Department of Health;
2, I am the designated Head of the Secretariat of the Inter-Agency Task Force (IATF)
on the Management of Emerging Infectious Discases created under Executive Order

No, 168, series 0f 2014 and chaired by the Department of Health (DOH);

3, The TATF Secretariat holds office in the DOH Main Office, San Lazaro Compound,
Tayuman, Sta. Cruz, Manila;

4, I am the custodian of the records of the IATEF, including the Minutes of Meetings
and Resolutions;
5. In the Regular Meeting of the IATF held on LUy 2020 via

teleconference during which a quorum was present and acted throughout, IATF
Resolution No, §2  was unanimously approved and adopted; '

6, The foregoing resolution has been signed by Secretary Francisco T. Duque 11 and
Cabinet Secretary Karlo Alexei B. Nograles upon authority of the IATFE Members;

7. The aforesaid resolution has not been altered, modified nor revoked and the same is
now in full force and effect;

8. Tam executing this Certification for whatever legitimate purpose this may serve,

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto affixed my signature this 1V day of July

2020, Manila,
KENNETH G. RO Qéﬂ, MD, MPHM

Assistant Secretary, Départment of Health
Secretariat Head, IATF




