" REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE \
| L BUREAU OF CUSTOMS .
| ’ MANILA 1099

APR 22 1339

CUSTOMS MEMORANDUM ORDER

NO._9-99

TO . Deputy Commissioner for Intelligence
; . and Enforcement Group
' . Directors, ESS/CIIS
| | All District/Port Collectors
All Others Concerned

SUBJECT : GUIDELINES TO STRENGTHEN THE ALERT
SYSTEM .

I. Objectives:

_ 1. To ensure the collection of the correct revenue due the government by
strengthening the campaign against technical smuggling and at the same time, to
ensure an environment that will foster a fair and level playing field to promote

business growth,

2. To further strengthen the cooperation between the Bureau of Custorirs
and Industry pursuant to the Bureau of Customs - Industry Memorandum of :
Understanding (MOU) signed 07 March 1997 and the Joint PCCI-FP1 Memorandum
of November 13, 1998. '

I Coverage:

_ This Order shalil Apply to all im’pofted articles entered in the Bureau of
Customs specially on importations of articles-specified in the LIST which Is |
incorporated hereto and made an integral part hereof by reference as Annex “A".

111. Definition df Tetrms:

. P “Indusiry Commodity Expert” (IC_E) is‘aﬁpér’son duly accredited as such
by PCCI. An Industry Commodity Expert may aiso be specially accredited fora

particular importation only which is uot included in Annex “A”.
2. «Alert” an alert issued pursuant to CMO 92-91, as :;:ﬁended.

3. “Industry” shall refer to member firns and assoclations belonging to the
Federation of Philippine Industry (FPI) and the Philippine Chamber of Cominerce

and Industry (PCCI).
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4. “Iiid'ustry"Screenisig Committee” - T h‘e.Cmmn:ittee chaired bjf the PCCIL
Vice President for Industry tasked to update the List of Industry Commodity Experts

and List of Sensitive Articles for submission to the BOC.

5. | ICE' Secretariat - functibns_as Liaison on .Jdiﬁ;t'_P.a(_‘CI_fB.(:_)C ;r_‘nonitoring
activities am_l: chaired by the PCCI Vice President for Industry and is situated at the
office of PCCI. _ g o : 3 e

IV. Administrative Provisions:

1. The Industry Commodity Expert shall act as an observer in the
examination of a shipments and/or articles subject of an alert. As such, he may
submit recommendations as to the description, quantity, quality and price among
others, making reference fo the declaration of the shipment as appearing in the
import documents. The recommendation shall be submitted to the Officer-on-Case
assigned in the Alert Order. ' R SET R P '

2. The Industry Commodity Expert shall always e available Lo observe the
conduct of physical examination ou an alerted shipment. Notification to the Technical
Expert shall be made in the fastest way possible, otherwise physical examination shail
proceed as scheduled-even without the technical expert. ’

3. Accredited Technical Experts shall sce to it that all possible assistance
shall be givén:ftu' the Bureau of Customs, alsugems antf!:'dfﬁcials_iii"esiﬁhlishing
violation/s committed inorder to expedite the prosecution of apprehended cases
arising from the issuance of an alert. ' e

4. The District Collector of Customs shall be the dcsiguﬁted Coordinator
who shall assist the members of Industry in the pursuit of the objectives of this

Order.'

B Where_pmcticulile, the iCE_'S:ecre'tmi*i;it shall be provided an office space
within the Collection District. Where practicable, the ICEs shall confine its activities
in the Secretariat’s office. Al the necessary improvement aud equiptent therein
shall be provided by the Industry. f T TR '

V. Operational Provisions:

1. ICE Secretariat shall file a request for alert with Bureau of Customs.
Only the Chairman of the JCE Secretariat or, his duly authorized representative may
request for au alert. The industry secretariat or officer designated by Industry for
the purpose shall be responsible in having the request for alert received by the
District Collector of Customs concerned.

2. Upon the receipt of the request for Alert, the District Collector of
Customs shall consider the request and declde on whether or not to issue the alert.

3. Should the District Collector of Custoras concerned decide 1o issue the
alert he shall immediately notify the ICE Secretariat of the exact time, place aund date
of examination for them to send their technical expert. For this purpose, the District
Coliector shall devise a notification form to all parties concerned.



\
-@ﬂﬂ“Qfggkﬂ

@ﬁ

4. To aveid delay in the relea.,e of an alerted shipment, the following shall be
strictly: observed ' ' '

4 1 Immed iately after emmiuatmn the I(‘E sha!! suhmit a writlen
report to the ass&gmd Coo III Who examined the alcrted
_ cnrgo of hrs m&pert opmion regar dmg the shipment examined, which

in no case shall exceed one hour after examination, copy furnished the
- District Culleclor of Customs,

_ 42 Iflhe ICE report is ndverso, the Dustrici Callector of Cuslnms shall
inform the ICE Secr etariat of l!u action taken by B'O(, on the adverse
.repurt

4.3 The opinion of the ICE shall be recommendatory. Any dispute
arising from such recommendation shall be resolved in accordance
with existing BOC rules and r\egu!atimw The rewmuwndatmn of the
ICE shall not be used to cause. dclav in the processing of any
anmem. :

4.4 The BOC can request a Technical prﬂ'f to w:lness an e\aminatinn
in pursuit of the 0b3ectlves of this Order even if the alert was nct
initiated by Industry. In such cases Industry shall extend full
assistance as agvreed i lhe MOU 0f 67 March 1997 between BOC
and. Industrv '

4.5 " In the course of the examinalwu of ihe alerlul shipment, should there
be a need for labomtory t«*stmg outside the capability of the Customs
Laboratory, samples shall be properly collected and brought under
escort to the nearest proper testing laboratory/facility for examination
and fees therefore will be shﬂuldemd by the party. requesﬂng [‘or
exuminatmn .

VI. Resolution OI"ISSHeS:

_Any issue(s) nfising from this order shall be resolved by the conéerheq Dis#.rict
Collector of Customs within 48 hours.: Importation with pending or unresolved
issues may he allowed release, subject (o existing rules and regulations. [

VII. Repealing Clause:

All other rules, orders and -regul.}i'thin.hs inconsistent hereto are hefeby revoked,
amended or modified accerdingly.
VIIL. Effectivity :

This Order shall take effect immediately.
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ELSOM A. TAN
Acting C issioner 4
cling Commissioner r%‘/



