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MAI<ABAGONG ADUANA, MATATAG NA EKONOMIYA

PaOFESS:OilALIS:.,

The Assistant Commissioner

All Deputy Commissioners
All Directors and Division Chiefs

All DistricU Port Collectors
All Others Concerned

SUBJECT: TARIFF CLASSIFICATION DISPUTE RULING

This has reference to the herein attached Tariff Commission Circular Dispute Ruling
(TCC DR) No. 22-002 issued on 21 June 2022 pursuant to Commission Order No. 2018-I (Rules
of Procedure on Disputes involving Tariff Classification) re: Request for Tariff Classification
Dispute Ruling on 'Trima ACcel' LRS@, Platelet, Plasma Set, Item Code: 80300" consigned to
Terumo Marketing Philippines, Inc. (Import Entry/Customs Reference No. C-158670, NAIA), the
dispositive portion of which states that:

WHEREFORE, premises considered, subject article is hereby classified as follows:
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For information and guidance,

For record purposes, please confirm the dissemination of this circular throughout your
offices within fifteen (15) days from receipt thereof.
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RE: REQUEST FOR TARIFF CLASSIFICATION
DISPUTE RUUNG ON "TRIMA ACCELO LRSO.
PLATELET. PLASMA SET. rrE" CODE: 80300"
CONSIGNED To TERu"o MARKERNG

PHILIPPINES, INC.

import Entry/Customs Rotore"co No. 0,5867@,
NAM)

11^.,^^^
RFnuBiic or Tri Priii.

TARIFF COMMISSION

Before this Commission is a request for tariff dassification dispute ruling orcDR), pursuanl to
Paragraph 2 of Section 1100 of Republic Act No. 10863. otherwise known as the Customs
Modernization and Tariff Act (CMTA), on the shipment of Trima AGCeP LRS. Platelet, Plasma
Set, Item Code; 80300 imported by forumo Marketing Philippines. Inc. (Importer/Consignee) from
the United States of America. The request of the Importer/Consignee for TCDR was accepted by
this Commission on 01 March 2022.

The shipment of the said article, dedared under ASEAN Harmonized Tariff Nomendature (ALITN)
2017 subheading 9018.90.90. with a Most Favoured Nation (MFN) rate of duty of I% ad valorem.
was processed under Import Entry/Customs Reference No. C-, 58670 at the Bureau of Customs
(BOC), Ninoy Aquino International Airport (NAIA). The BOC contested the declared heading and
redassified subject arude under AHrN 2017 subheading 9033.00.10, with an MFN rate of duty
of 3% ad valorem.

Hence. this request for tariff classification dispute ruling.

On 24 March 2022. this Commission wrote to the ImporterIconsignee's Logistics Associate. Ms.
Arinaliza B. trigeles. requesting for the submission of the following additional information:

I) correcVexact product name and brandmodel of subject arficle; and
2) clear picture of subject artide showing its exact produd name and brand/model.

The response, containing all the required information, was received by this Commission on 24
March 2022.
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Issued on: 21 June 2022

With information deemed sulfidenl to dassify subject adjde and pursuant to Section 7.3 of
Commission Order No. 20,8<1, , this Commission requested the concerned BOG District
Collector on 06 April2022 for comments on the request for TCDR on Trima AceeP LRS. Platelet,
Plasma Sei. Item Code: 80300. In a letter dated 13 May 2022, Ally. Halleck A. Valdez, Deputy
Collector for Assessment, BOC-NAIA. submitted BOC's comment through a memorandum (with
supporting documents) prepared by Ms. Maria Shall a Moriina F. Ubay. Customs Operations
Qincer (Coo) 111, and Ms. Fried a Corezon S. Malvar, Coo V, slating the reasons why subject
amde was reclassilied from the declared AHTN 2017 subheading 9018.90.90 (with MFN late of
duty of I%) to 9033.00.10 (with MFN rate of duty of 3%). The reasons for this reclassiiication
decision, as stated in the memorandum, were as follows:

'It is our opinion that the Tan, 7 heading for the said commodity should be classfied under
903300,013%) ^arts and accesso, tos foot speed70d else orincluded elsewhere in this chapterI
for machines, appliances, instruments, or apparatus of Chapter 90. Rather than 90189090 if %)
"Instruments and appliances used in medical, surgical, dental or veterinary sciences, includ^^g
scintigraphy apparatus, other electro-medical apparatus, and skyhf-!eating instruments'because
of the to"owing reasons:
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(,) They have submitted brochure of item and we can dearly see in there where the item w"I

be placed.

(2) Along with the brokers representative, we conducted an examination and we only found
parts I accessories of a machine. which is rho Tofumo BCT Spectra Oplia Aphe, ons
System{

(3) The item alone cant function as iris when it ant, ,ed unlessit is connected in the machine.
According to the consignee, the item is like an IV set that is why they have put it under
Ta, WHOading 90,89090

(4) They have showed Certificate of Medical Device from Federal Agency for Medicines and
Heath Product IFAMHP). 1001at is written in the product name is Spectra Optia IDL Set. If
we try to search it on Google, it is a complete machine. And as per examination, it is only
spare parts have arrived.

(5) As stated on Section notes of Chapter 90 (2)

pi Other parts and accessories, ff suitable for use solely or prtndpal!y will a particular
kind of machine. instrument, or appamtus, or will a number of machine, instruments or
appa, atus of the same heading lineluding a machine. instrument oreppamtus of heading
90. to, 90.13 Or 90.31) are to be dassfied nth the machines. instruments erappa, aius of
that kind.

(0) Another parts and accessories are to be dessifiedin headihg 9033. "

In the evaluation of disputes on tariff dassification. Section a of Commission Order No. 2018-01
provides that this Commission. if it deems necessary, shall condud a hearing to clarify the incts
necessary to resolve the pending dispulas in tariff classification. In the present case. however,
this Commission found that the submissions of the Importer/Consignee and the BOC were
sufficient to make a correct determination on the tariff classification of the subjed antde. A
hearing, therefore, is no longer necessary.

After due examination of the technical specifications and photograph of the product submitted, it
is established that subject amde is a disposable tobing set, which is an essential part of Trima
ACceP Automated Blood Collection System (i. e. . essentially composed of tile Trima ACcel.
machine/device, the tubing set. and the Trima Acrel' software). The Trima Auml' Automated
Blood Collection Syslem (an apheresis system) is designed 10 receive anticoagulated whale blood
from a donors body and then separates it into plasma. platelet. and other blood components.
through a series of pumping, conchiging, and filtering processes. After collecting the desired
blood components. the system returns the remaining blood components back to the donor.

Subjed tubing set consists of plasma and platelet storage bags. sample bag, Ieukoreduction
system (LRS) chamber, blood and anticoagulant Iubing. filters, reservoirs, pressure sensors. and
pump headers. among others. it is intended for use in colleding combinations of platelets, plasma,
and red blood cells (RBC), induding ready-to-transitise Ieukoreduced RBCs, with the automatic
addition of storage solution. 11 works by simultaneous collecting and filtering of the donors
annooagulaled blood to produce PIalelets, plasma and other desired blood components. which
can be stored and transitised when needed.

Tcc toR) No. 22^o2

ASTER OPY

Both the Importer/Consignee and the BOG considered dassification of the product under Chapter
90 of the AHTN 2017 which covers optical, photographic. cinematographic, measuring. checking,
predsion, medical or surgical instruments and apparatus; and parts and accessories thereof.

Note 2 to Chapter 90. which governs the dassilication of parts and accessories for the machines.
apparatus. instruments and articles of the Chapter, states that:

'Parts and accessonbs for machines, apparatus, instruments or articles of this Chapter are to be
classified according to the following rules :

(8) Parts and accessories which are goods included in any of the headings of this Chapter
or of Chapter 84.85 or 97 tother than heading 84.87,85.48 or 90.33) are in all cases to be
classified in their, aspec"11.6 headings;
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(b) Other parts and accessories, ff suitable for use solely or p "e paly win a

particular kind of machine, Instrument or apparatus, or with a number of machines,
instruments or apparatus orthe same heading lineluding a machine, instrument orappamtus
of heading 90.70,90.73 or 90.30 are to be classified with the machines, instruments or
apparel. ,s of that kindlemphasi$ addec, ,

(6) A" other parts and accessories are to be class"7edin heading 90.33. "

Heading 90.18 of the AHTN 20,7 covers instruments and appliances used in medical, surgical,
dental or veterinary sciences, in duding cointigraphic apparatus. other electro-medical apparamJs
and sighttesmng instruments. The pertinent Harmonized System (HS) Explanatory Notes (EN)
state that:

This heading covers a very wide range o11ns". uments and appliances which, in the vast majority
of cases, are used only in protocolbnal practice to. g. , by doctors, surgeons. dentists, votednary
suing ons, midwives), ether to make a diagnosis, to prevent or treat an illness or to operate, etc
Instruments and app^Brioe$ for anatomical or autop"c work, dissection. etc. , are also included,
as are, under certain condMons, instruments and appliances for den, 81 laborato, ies (see Part fro
below), itemstr'uments of the heading maybe made of anymate, tellincludingp, BCious metals).

1:0 INSTRUMENTS AND APPUA"CES FOR HUMAN MEDICINE OR SURGERY

This group IhcJudes :

jL) Portable p"a"me--",@, ax apparatus, transit, SIC" apparatus for whole blood, bloc
components and blood denva"ves, artificial leeches.

The heading also covers stente hemetical!y sealed containers of plastics, from which air ha
been evacuated but containing a small quantity of anticoagulant and med with an integral donor
tube grid a phlebotomy needle, used for the collection, storage and transfusion of human whole
blood. However, special blood storage bottles of glass are excluded theadjng 70.10).

TCC (DR) No. 22.00z

Subject to the pion'sions of Notes , and 2 to this Chapter isee the General Explanatory Notej.
parts and accessories of appa, at, ,s or appliances of this heading remain class", ad here
lamphasis added. '

On the other hand, heading 90.33 of the AHTN 2017 covers parts and accessories (riot specified
or in duded elsewhere in this Chapter) for machines. appliances, instruments or apparatus of
Chapter 90. The pertinent HS EN state Ihal:

This heading covers all parts and access0,10s for muchines, appliances, instruments or
apparatus of this Chapter, other than:

(3) Those Identhable as suitable for use solely or prtncdy, ally with a particular kind of machine.
appliance, instrument or apparatus. or with a number of machines, appliances, instruments or
apparatus of the same heading of this Chapter these are dessMable. by application of Chapter
Note 2 (b), in the same heading as the relevant machines, appliances, instruments or apparatus. '

Heading 90.33 is a residual heading that is only considered when dassifying parts and
accessories for the machines, appliances, instruments or apparattis of Chapter 90 which are riot
mentioned in Chapter Note , (i. e. . exclusions to Chapter 90) nor covered by Chapter Note 2(a)
and 2(b).

Subject armcle, being an essential component of an aulomaled system that collects and processes
blood and blood components for the purpose of transfusion and to prevent or treat the illness of
a patient, is specifically covered under heading 90.18.

Based on the information received from the Importer/Consignee and the BOG, and the
clarifications provided by the foregoing Chapter Note and HS EN, subject arude is properly
alassitied under AHTN 2017 subheading 90,890.30A by virtue of Rules I and 6 of the General
Rules for the Interpretation (GRl) of the HS (Section 1610 of the CMTA),

XXX

XX X
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WHEREFORE, premises considered. subject article is hereby dassified as follows:

AHTN 20.7 Code 2022 MFN RateProducl

Trima AGCel' LRS' Platelet, Plasma Set. Item
90,890.30A Zero

Code: 80300

Ale -/??- 2-09' I'

This is for compliance by the BOC pursuant to Section I, 00 of the CMTA.

So Ordered

FOR THE COMMISSION

u, -,"

<^:. ~.. P
MARILOU P. MENDOZA

Chairperson

Tcc (DR) No. 22.002
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Copy furnished:

The son. ", y
Dope, "nont of Finance (OOF)
OOF Building, BSP Complex
Roxas Boule^, d, Metro Manila
Eine"; secfin@doroov. oh

The Coinm, coloner
Bureau of Customs {BOG) Once of the Coinmisaono,

12^,-^, o22

GIF OCOM Building, I6th Stool
Scull Harbor, PortA, Be, Manila
Email: boc. coom customs. ov. h

MS. Cannont. in. Talus, n
District Coffeetor
Bureau of Customs (BOG)
BOG Buffdir, g. Mendoza Avenue
MroyAquir, o international Airport (NAJA)

cornm. bo

I ,^^,

Pusay Chy,
Email: Cementa. Talusan customs. ov

malicem

"r. ally. rig Yang
Managing Director
Ternmo Marketing Phil4, pines, Inc.
Unit 3203 A&B, West Tower
Philj, pine Stock EXchange Canto
EXchange Rd. . Oldgas Center, Pastg Cb,

Mimel talusan ahoo. coin

TCC PRI No. 22.002

Eine": C, isIan Yen

"s. An". Jim B. Angeles
LogisticsA$30date
TOFUmo Marketing Ph"@pines, Inc.

V

Email: Annafizab. An o195 ternmo. co

M AsT E.

Mr. Danll@ TUB, BS

Sambo El. ,gineer
Tern"to Marketing Philty, pines. Inc.

leiumo. co

Email. Dahllo Tua, a forumo. co

COPY
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