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REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE

BUREAU OF CUSTOMS

December 1, 2017

CUSTOMS MEMORANDUM CIRCULAR
NO. __ Q0% - a0}

To:  All Deputy Commissioners
All Directors and Division Chiefs
All District/Port Collectors
And Others Concerned

Subject: Office of the President (OP) MC No. 34/ASEAN
Liberalizing 8 Professional Services

Attached is a copy of the Office of the President (OP) Memorandum
Circular (MC) No. 34 entitled: "URGING ALL CONCERNED AGENCIES TO FULLY
IMPLEMENT THE ASEAN MUTUAL RECOGNITION ARRANGEMENTS ENTERED
INTO BY THE ASEAN MEMBER STATES AFFECTING EIGHT (8) PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES.”

The ASEAN governments concluded to liberalize the practice of the
following professions within the region: (1) Engineering Services; (2) Nursing,
(3) Architectural Services; (4) Surveying Qualifications; (5) Dental Practitioners;
(6) Medical Practitioners; (7) Accountancy Services; and (8) Tourism-related
Services,

For your information and guidance.

For record purposes', please confirm the dissemination of this circular
throughout your offices within fifteen (15) days from receipt hereof.

ISIDRO S LAPENA, PhD, CSEE
Commissioner{‘l ﬂ"
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Republic of the Philippines

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE

Rousas Bowlevirrd Curngr Pabla D dnpn,
Muntin 1004
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MEMORANDUM

FOR : HEADS OF OFFICES
; Thnis Departmant

HEADS OF BUREAUS/ATTACHED AGENCIES
Cepartment of Finance
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FROM : ALVIN P. DIAZ 5
Director 1V
Central Administration Qffice
Crw/
SUBJECT Memorandum Circular No, 34 entitled "URGING ALL

CONCERNED AGENCIES TO FULLY IMPLEMENT THE
ASEAN  MUTUAL  RECOGNITION  ARRANGEMENTS
ENTERED INTO BY THE ASEAN MEMBER STATES
AFFECTING EIGHT (8) PROFESSIONAL SERVICES"

DATE : Novemher 27, 2017

Attached far Infermation and guidance is a copy of Memorandum Circular No. 34
dated 16 November 2017 from Executive Secretary Salvador C. Medialdea, Office
of the President on the ahove-captioned subject.
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MEMORANDUM CIRCULAR NG, 44

URGING ALL CONCERNED AGENGIES TO FULLY IMPLEMENT
THE ASEAN MUTUAL RECOGNITION ARRANGEMENTS ENTERED
INTG BY THE ASEAN MEMBER STATES AFFECTING EIGHT (8)
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

WHEREAS, the Assaclatlon of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) Member
States (AME) adopted the ASEAN Framework Agreament on Sarvices (AFAS) on 15
Pecember 1995 and the 2003 Declaration of ASEAN Concored (I {(Bail Concord ) on
a7 October 2003, recognizing the importance of Mutual Recognitionr Arrangemenls
(MRAs) in overall services intagration in ASEAN:

WHEREAS, Article V of tha AFAS provides that the AMS may recognize the
education or exparience ablained, requirements met, or licenses or cerllfications
granted in other AMS, for the purposes of licensling or certification of service stppliers;

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Bali Cancord 11, AMS callad for the completion of
the MRAs for qualifications in major professional services by 2008 in arder to facilitate
free movement of professionals/skilled laborftalents in the ABEAN,

WHEREAS, the Governments of the AMS, nameiy, Brunei Darussalam, the
Kingdom of Cambodia, the Republic of Indenesia, the Lao People's Demaocratic
Republic, Malaysia, the Union of Myanmar, the Republic of the Philippines, the
Republic of 8ingapcre, the Kingdom of Thalland and the Sacialist Republic of Vist
Nam, concluded aight (8) ASEAN MRAs to llberalize the praclice of the following
professions: (1) Engineering Bervices; (2) Nursing Services; (3) Architectural Services,
(4} Surveying Qualifications; (5) Dental Practitioners; (8) Medical Practifionars; {7)
Accountancy Services; and (8) Tourism-related Services,

WHEREAS, the objectives of the ASEAN MBAs are the following: (1) to
facilitate mobility of practitioners within the ASEAN ragion; (2) to exchange infermation
and enhance coeperation with respect to mutua; recagnition of practitioners; (3) to
prometes adoption of best practices on standards snd qualifications; and (4) to provide

opportunities for capacity building and training of practitioners;

WHEREAS, ASEAN shall continue its efforts to ensure closer and mutually
beneficial integration amony ils member states and among thelr peoples, and to
promote regional peace and stalliity, secuiity, development and prosperity with a view
of realizing an ABEAN Community that is open, dynamic and resillent:

NOW, THEREFORE, all concerned departments, agencies  and
instrumentalities of the National Govarnment, including government-owned and
controlled  corporations, government financial institutions, state universilies and



imt 9F P4 MASTER COPY

&

celleges and local government units, especially those named In Annex A, are hereby

directed to fully implement the ASEAN Mutual Recegnition Arrangements (MRAS) in
their respective sectors,

. The requirements for the Implementation of the MRAs shall be charged against
the reguiar budget of the concerned agenciss and ingtrumentalitiss, subject to the

avallability of funds, and applicable budgetary, accounting and auditing laws, rules,
ragulations and procedures.

This Circular shall take effect inmediately.

RONE, in the City of Manila, this16 Lhday of Novemwber | inthas Year of our
Lord Twe Thousand and Seventeen,

By authority of the President;
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SALVADOR C, MEDIALDEA
Executive Secretary
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ANNEX A -

Penartmant of Foralgn Affairs
Professional Regulation Gommission
Department of Tourism

Cepartment of Justice

Depariment of Labor and Employment
Department of Health

Department of Budget and Management
Commissicn an Higher Education
Securities and Exchange Commission



