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MEMORANDUM
TO - ALL DISTRICT and SUB-PORT COLLECTORS
ALL CHIEFS, FORMAL ENTRY DIVISION
AND FORMAL ENTRY DIVISION PERSONNEL
FROM - ATTY. EDWARD ES A. DY BUCO
Deputy Commissioner, AOCG
SUBJECT : TARIFF COMMISSION CIRCULARS/ADVANCE RULINGS
(TCC/AR)
DATE : 17 January 2023

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 1603 (f) of the Customs Modernization and Tariff Act
(Republic Act 10863) and Section 4.9 of Commission Order No. 2017-1 (Procedure on Application
for an Advance Ruling on Tariff Classification related to Importation of Goods), the Tariff
Commission furnished copies of the Advance Ruling (AR) on Tariff Classification with Tariff
Classification Circulars (TCC/AR) issued on 10 January 2023 and the same having been reviewed
and summarized as follows:

TCC. NO. DESCRIPTION OF ARTICLES 2022 AHTN CODE | 2022 RATES OF DUTY

22-663 "JIF® EXTRA CRUNCHY PEANUT BUTTER" 2008.11.20 MFN — 15% Ad Valorem

"CADBURY DAIRY MILK BITES 1806.90.90 MFN - 7% Ad Valorem

22-677 HAZELNUT" ATIGA — Zero*

MFN - 7% Ad Valorem

22-678 "CADBURY DAIRY MILK BITES ALMOND" 1806.90.90 ATIGA — Zero*

*Subject to submission of their corresponding CERTIFICATES OF ORIGIN (COs).

For information, guidance and strict compliance. =

CC: COMMISSIONER OF CUSTOMS
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TCOC Ref. No. 23-003

BUREAU OF CUSTOWM

10 January 2023 | MESSA%E C'EN‘:‘;RI_:EE

JAN 10 2023 |
ACTING COMMISSIONER YOGI FILEMON I. RUIZ f— ;\ ~
Bureau of Customs BY: __J T'”E’-?l-« '
G/F OCOM Building u o
16th Street, South Harbor

Gate 3 Port Area, Manila
Dear Acting Commissioner Ruiz:

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 1603(f) of the Customs Modemization and Tariff
Act (Republic Act No. 10863) and Section 4.9 of Commission Order No. 2017-1
(Procedure on Application for an Advance Ruling on Tariff Classification Related to
Importation of Goods), this Commission is pleased to furnish your good Office with
PDF copies of three Advance Rulings on Tariff Classification, with TCC (AR) Nos. 22-
663, 22-677, and 22-678, issued by this Commission on 10 January 2023. These
Advance Rulings have also been posted on the Commission’s website
www.tariffeommission.gov.ph.

Thank you.
Very truly yours, REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES *
% Diglally signed BUREAU OF CUSTOMS
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MARILOU P. MENDOZA EGF ; EB

Chairperson J
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Encl:  As stated e o T

Gt The Secretary o ¢ i ot P |
Department of Finance K %
Manila :
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REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
TARIFF COMMISSION

ADVANCE RULING ON TARIFF CLASSIFICATION
Pursuant to Section 1100 of RA 10863 (CMTA)

4

| ‘ e - &
AOCG Memo mll/ - 2023 ey, bl

1 [ AHTN 2022 CODE AND 2023 RATE/S OF IMPORTDUTY |[2 |  TCC (AR) NO.
22-663
AHTN 2008.11.20 3 | DATEISSUED

3 0,
MFN - 15% ad valorem 10 January 2023

4 | DESCRIPTION OF GOOD

“JIF® EXTRA CRUNCHY PEANUT BUTTER”

Based on the product information, product label, ingredients declaration,
production process, photograph of the product, and sample submitted, subject article
is a thick, light-brown peanut butter spread with bits of ground peanuts. It is
composed of peanuts, sugar, molasses, fully hydrogenated rapeseed and soybean
oil, and salt, among others. It is produced by roasting ground-nut kernels, followed
by grinding, and then mixing with the other ingredients. Subject article is packed in
16-0z polyethylene terephthalate (PET) jars.

5 | REASONS FOR CLASSIFICATION

Heading 20.08 of the ASEAN Harmonised Tariff Nomenclature (AHTN) 2022 covers fruit,
nuts and other edible parts of plants, otherwise prepared or preserved, whether or not containing
added sugar or other sweetening matter or spirit, not elsewhere specified or included. The
pertinent Harmonized System (HS) Explanatory Notes (EN) state that this heading covers fruit,
nuts and other edible parts of plants, whether whole, in pieces or crushed, including mixtures
thereof, prepared or preserved otherwise than by any of the processes specified in other Chapters
or in the preceding headings of this Chapter. It includes, inter alia, “peanut butter”, consisting of a
paste made by grinding roasted ground-nuts, whether or not containing added salt or oil.

In view thereof, subject article is classified under AHTN 2022 subheading 2008.11.20, with
a Most Favoured Nation (MFN) rate of duty of 15% ad valorem.

This ruling shall be valid for five years from the date of issuance and shall continue to apply
unless the law, facts, or circumstances supporting this ruling have changed.

FOR THE COMMISSION

Digitally signed

MARILOU P. MENDOZA
Chairperson

Note: In line with the Commission's objective to provide alternative mediums/channels of communication and to
further enhance the accessibility of its frontline services to its stakeholders, this Advance Ruling is being issued in
digital format, without a dry seal, barcode, and hologram, and is also uploaded in the Tariff Commission website. A
hard copy thereof, accompanied by said dry seal, barcode, and hologram, may be issued upon request.
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4th Floor, West Insula Condominium, 135 West Avenue, Quezon City, 1105 Philippines i '
Tel. Nos.: (632) 8926-8731 / (632) 8928-8419 / (632) 8936-3315 / (632) 8936-3318 e Telefax Number: (632) 8921-7960 Q
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REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
TARIFF COMMISSION

ADVANCE RULING ON TARIFF CLASSIFICATION
Pursuant to Section 1100 of RA 10863 (CMTA)

121 AHTN 2022 CODE AND 2023 RATE/S OF IMPORT DUTY 2 | TCC (AR) NO.
22-677
AHTN 1806.90.90 3 | DATE ISSUED
MFN - 7% ad valorem
ATIGA - Zero 10 January 2023

4 | DESCRIPTION OF GOOD

“CADBURY DAIRY MILK BITES HAZELNUT”

Based on the product composition, manufacturing process flowchart, and Lo

photographs of the product submitted, subject article is a chocolate confectionery in the ‘?I?LIEY.]'F
J I

form of bite-sized, oval-shaped chocolate-coated hazelnuts. It is composed of sugar,
milk solids, cocoa solids, fats, hazelnuts, and emulsifiers, among others. Subject article
is packed in 50-g plastic pouches. aRChur

5 | REASONS FOR CLASSIFICATION

Note 2 to Chapter 20 of the ASEAN Harmonised Tariff Nomenclature (AHTN) 2022 states that
headings 20.07 and 20.08 do not apply to fruit jellies, fruit pastes, sugar-coated almonds or the like in the
form of sugar confectionery (heading 17.04) or chocolate confectionery (heading 18.06).

Heading 18.06 of the AHTN 2022 covers chocolate and other food preparations containing
cocoa. The pertinent Harmonized System (HS) Explanatory Notes (EN) state that chocolate is composed
essentially of cocoa paste and sugar or other sweetening matter, usually with the addition of flavouring
and cocoa butter; in some cases, cocoa powder and vegetable oil may be substituted for cocoa paste.
Milk, coffee, hazelnuts, almonds, orange-peel, etc., are sometimes also added. Chocolate and chocolate
goods may be put up either as blocks, slabs, tablets, bars, pastilles, croquettes, granules or powder, or in
the form of chocolate products filled with creams, fruits, liqueurs, etc. The heading also includes all sugar
confectionery containing cocoa in any proportion (including chocolate nougat), sweetened cocoa powder,
chocolate powder, chocolate spreads, and, in general, all food preparations containing cocoa (other than
those excluded in the General Explanatory Note to this Chapter).

In view thereof, subject article is classified under AHTN 2022 subheading 1806.90.90, with a
Most Favoured Nation (MFN) rate of duty of 7% ad valorem and ASEAN Trade in Goods Agreement
(ATIGA) rate of duty of zero, subject to submission of Certificate of Origin (CO) Form "D".

This ruling shall be valid for five years from the date of issuance and shall continue to apply
unless the law, facts, or circumstances supporting this ruling have changed.

FOR THE COMMISSION

Digitally signed

MARILOU P. MENDOZA
Chairperson

Note: In line with the Commission's objective to provide alternative mediums/channels of comimunication and to
further enhance the accessibility of its frontline services to its stakeholders, this Advance Ruling is being issued in
digital format, without a dry seal, barcode, and hoelogram, and is also uploaded in the Tariff Commission website. A
hard copy thereof, accompanied by said dry seal, barcode, and hologram, ma y be issued upon request.
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REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
TARIFF COMMISSION

ADVANCE RULING ON TARIFF CLASSIFICATION
Pursuant to Section 1100 of RA 10863 (CMTA)

1] AHTN 2022 CODE AND 2023 RATE/S OF IMPORT DUTY 2 | TCC (AR) NO.
22-678
AHTN 1806.90.90 3 | DATE ISSUED
MFN - 7% ad valorem
ATIGA - Zero 10 January 2023

4 | DESCRIPTION OF GOOD

“CADBURY DAIRY MILK BITES ALMOND”

Based on the product composition, manufacturing process flowchart, and =
AT

photographs of the product submitted, subject article is a chocolate confectionery in the
form of bite-sized, oval-shaped, chocolate-coated roasted almonds. It is composed of
sugar, milk solids, cocoa solids, fats, almonds, and emulsifiers, among others. Subject
article is packed in 50-g plastic pouches.

K

5 | REASONS FOR CLASSIFICATION

Note 2 to Chapter 20 of the ASEAN Harmonised Tariff Nomenclature (AHTN) 2022 states that
headings 20.07 and 20.08 do not apply to fruit jellies, fruit pastes, sugar-coated almonds or the like in the
form of sugar confectionery (heading 17.04) or chocolate confectionery (heading 18.06).

Heading 18.06 of the AHTN 2022 covers chocolate and other food preparations containing
cocoa. The pertinent Harmonized System (HS) Explanatory Notes (EN) state that chocolate is composed
essentially of cocoa paste and sugar or other sweetening matter, usually with the addition of flavouring
and cocoa butter; in some cases, cocoa powder and vegetable oil may be substituted for cocoa paste.
Milk, coffee, hazelnuts, almonds, orange-peel, etc., are sometimes also added. Chocolate and chocolate
goods may be put up either as blocks, slabs, tablets, bars, pastilles, croquettes, granules or powder, or in
the form of chocolate products filled with creams, fruits, liqueurs, etc. The heading also includes all sugar
confectionery containing cocoa in any proportion (including chocolate nougat), sweetened cocoa powder,
chocolate powder, chocolate spreads, and, in general, all food preparations containing cocoa (other than
those excluded in the General Explanatory Note to this Chapter).

In view thereof, subject article is classified under AHTN 2022 subheading 1806.90.90, with a
Most Favoured Nation (MFN) rate of duty of 7% ad valorem and ASEAN Trade in Goods Agreement
(ATIGA) rate of duty of zero, subject to submission of Certificate of Origin (CO) Form D",

This ruling shall be valid for five years from the date of issuance and shall continue to apply
unless the law, facts, or circumstances supporting this ruling have changed.

FOR THE COMMISSION

Digitally signed

MARILOU P, MENDOZA
Chairperson

Note: In line with the Commission's objective to provide alternative mediums/channels of communication and to
further enhance the accessibility of its frontline services to its stakeholders, this Advance Ruling is being issued in
digital format, without a dry seal, barcode, and hologram, and is also uploaded in the Tariff Commission website. AJ

hard copy thereof, accompanied by said dry seal, barcode, and hologram, may be issued upon request.
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