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/ BUREAD OF CUSTOMS

11 September 2019

CUSTOMS MEMORANDUM CIRCULAR
No. _210-2019

To:  The Assistant Commissioner
All Deputy Commissioners
All Directors and Division Chiefs
All District/Port Collectors
And Others Concerned

SUBJECT: Republic Act No. 11363 / Creating the Philippine Space
Agency

Attached is a copy of Repubiic Act No. 11363 which was approved on
08 August 2019 entitled:

“An Act Establishing the Philippine Space Development and
Utilization Policy and Creating the Philippine Space Agency, and for
Other Purposes”.

For your information and guidance.

For record purposes, please confirm the dissemination of this circular
throughout your offices within fifteen (15) days from rece ereof.

REY LEONARDO B. GUERRERO
{ Commissioner
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Sir: O e TIME: 3_%1

I have the honor te transmit for your information and guldance
certified copies of the following Republic Acts:

1.: 11363 T_:_'iiéh was approved on August 8, 2019 entitled
EST E’nLISHING THE PHILIPPINE SPACE DEVELOPMENT
AND UTILIZATION POLICY AND CREATING THE PHILIPRINE SPACE

AGEMNCY, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES™.

2, Republic Act No. 11364 which was approved on August 8, 2019 entitled
YAM ACT RECRGANIZING AND STRENGTHENING THE COOPERATIVE
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY, REPEALING FOR THE PURPOSE
REPUBLIC ACT NO. 6939, CREATING THE COOPERATIVE
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY".

3. Republlc Act No., 11371 which was approved on August 8, 2019 entitled
e “AN ACT REDUCING ELECTRICITY RATES BY ALLOCATING A
PORTION OF THE NET NATIONAL GOVERNMENT SHARE FROM THE
MALAMPAYA NATURAL GAS PROJECT FOR THE PAYMEMT OF THE
STRANDED CONTRACT COSTS AND STRANDED DEBTS”,

Thanlk you.

Very truly yours,
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5. No, 1983
M. No. 8541

Republic of e Piilypines
Uongress of the Jlilippines
SWetra Mawily

Svmaderull] Uougress
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Begun and held in Metro Manila, on Monday, the twenty-third
day of July, two thousend eightesn.

| Reruslic Acr No 113648 |

AN ACT BSTABRLISHING THE PHILIPPING BPACHK
DEVELOPMENT AND UTILIZATION POLICY AND
CREATING THE PHILIPPINE SPACE AGENCY, AND
TOROTHER PURPOSES

Be it encected by the Senote and Houeea of Representatives of the

Fhilippines in Congress assembled:

SKRCTION 1. Short Title, ~ This Act shall be known as
the “Philippine Space Act'.

SRC 2. Declorgiion of Folies. — 1t is hereby declared the
policy of the State:

(a) To seleguard Philippine soversignty, tarriiorial
integrity, Philippine interest, and the right to self-
determination as mandated by Article 11, Section 7 of the 1987
Congtilulion;
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(by To support and commit te the development,
spplication and utilization of scence and technology (S&T) that
will fbster patriotism and sationalism and aceslerate soclal
progress, such as the development of space technology and
applications for ite security and for the benefit of its citizens;

¢y To enswre access to apdce and its envivons as a
soverelgn right in the promotion of nationa] seeunrity towards
the attainment and protection of national interest;

{d} To recognize that there is an urgent need to create
a coherent and unified strategy for space development and
utilization te keep up with other nations in terms of space
S5&T:

(e} To enasure that the Philippines has official
representation in the infernational space community for
establishing cooperation agreements and litkages on space
development; and

() "o ensure that the Philippines ahides by the various
international space treaties and priveiples promulgated by the
United Nations and is an active participant in the international
gpace communily, including international rules and procedures
concerning the Cubar Space Treaty and Liability Convantion,
among others,

SEC. 3. Defirition of Terms. ~ As used in this Act the
following terms shall mean:

(a) PRIlSA vefers to the Philippine Bpace Agency created
by virtue of this Aet;

(I Space Science and Technology Applicalions (S8TAs)
refor to the scientific prineiples and their applications to space
geience, engineering and other allied felds: and

(&) Sotellites include all objects launched ints earth orbit
and artificial objects to be placed in orbit of celestial bodies
for the conduct of space explevation,
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8rC. 4. The Philippine Space Development and
Uitilization Policy., - The Philippine Space Devalopment and
Utilization Policy, or the Philippine Space Policy, will serve
as the country's primary steategic roadmap for space
development and will embody the country’s central goal of
hecoming a spase-capable and apace-faring nation within the
next decade. 1t shall forus on areas of SSETA that would
address. national imsues; promote the efficient utilization of
space assets and resources, establish capacity-building
measures for human respurces development, strengthen
national defénse, and enhance international cooperation.

3

8ue. 5, Fromework of the Space Policy. - The Philippine
Space Policy will focus on six (6) Key Development Areas
(KDAs) for S8TA development to ensure the State’s sustained
PrOgress:

{n) Neational Seewrity and Development — The Philippines
will focus on gpace applications thai can preserve and enhance
the country’s national sesurity and promete development thal
19 beneficial to all Filipinos;

by Hazard Management and Climate Studies ~ The
Phifippines will develop and wtilies space S&7T applications to
enhance its hazard management and disaster mitigation
strategy as well ag ensure the nation’s resilisncy to elimhate
chasge;

{¢) Space Research and Development ~ To spur rapid
acientific growth, the Philippines will focus on conducting
researell and development (R&D) endeavors in vital areas of
space gelence, technology and sllied {ields;

(dy Space Industry Capacify Building ~ The Philippines
will ereate a robust and thriving space industry to support
the country’s spuce program theough privais sector bnvolvement
and cooperation; '

(e) Space Education and Awareness — The Philippines
aima to establigh a sustainable pool of trained space sclentists,
engineers and commuwncators that will be critical for the
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country’s future space program and increasing public
awarensegs on its value and benefits; and

() International Cooperation —~ Through international
partnerships and collaborations, the Philippines will become a
koy player in the Association of Southeast Asian Nation
(ASEAN) and global space community by providing significant
contributions and capabilities on space S&T applications.

SEC. 6. Creation of the Philippine Space Agency (PhilSA).
~ & Philippine Space Agency, hercinafter referved to az the
PhilSA, is hereby established as the central government
ageney addressing all national issues and activities related to
gpace H&T applications.

SEC. 7. Mandate. -~ The PhilSA shall be the primary
policy, planning, coordinating, implementing, and
administrative antity of the Executive Braneh of the
government that will plan, develop, and promote the national
gpuee program in line with the Philippine Space Policy,

SBC. 8. Powers and Furnctions. - The PhilSA shall
exercise the following powers snd functions:

I Policy, Planning and Coordination

{a} Assist the State in the creation, development and
implementation of national and international space policios;

by Plan, direct, manage and fmplement programs and
projects relating to scientific space R&D and the application
of apace technology

() Take hold of money, sesuritios or other personal or
mevable property by gift or bequest and expend, administey
or dispose of any sugh money, securiting or property subject
to the torms, i any, on which the gifi or beguost was made
i such manner as shall best promote the PhilSAs objectives:

(d} Tmplement the Philippine Space Development and
Utilization Polioy;

MASTER Cgﬂ}’



OMC No- 8l0- 2019 p-F

(e} Coordinate sl space activities of various gectors and
stakeholders in the Philippines, in accordance with oxigting
Yaws: and

(fy Provide sppropriate and accurate advice tp the
Progsident of the Philippines and other government agendies on
space-related issues and concerns.

1. Improved Public Access and Resource-Sharing

(a3 Develop, construct, scquive, manage, maintain and
operate space resesrch, development and operation facilities and
systems on behalf of the Philipping Government for use of
various government sgencies and other stakeholders; and

(b Assist departments and other agencies of the State,
ns well as the private sector, in the utilizdtion of SSTA end

datafinformation to afd in: the performancé of their respective

mandates and duties,
11§, Research and Development (R&D)

(@) Perform basic and applied: R&I)Y velating 1o S8TA in
collaboration with universities, industeies and other mstitutions;

(b) Deeign, develop and consiruct space systemas and
facilities necessary thereof, as well as Taunch, track and
operate the satellites on behall of the Philippine Government;
and

(¢} Promote the growth of space S&T through R&D.
V. Education and Capacity Building

(a) Fatablish programs that would develop apace education
and promote publie awarenessy;

(by Puovide grants and contributions in support of
programg or projects relating to scientifie or-industrial space
R&I3 and application of space technology; and

(¢) Provide services and facilitics for the use by entities
conducting academic R&D reluting to BETA.
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V. Industry Uevelgpment ‘

(a) Promote the development of a robust and vibrant local
space industry and economy; .

(b) Promote the transfer and diffusion of space fechnology
throughout the Philippine industry;

(¢) Enecurage the commercial exploitation of space
capabilities, techunology, information, facilities and systems:

(dy License, sell or otherwise make available any patent,
copyright, industrial design, trademark, trade secret or other
like propevey contreollad; and

{e) Dissemindte the results of R&D activities and promote
the wtilization thergof, except when information is deemed
confidential for national welfare and security and for the
proteetion of intellsctual property rights,

VI, International Cooperation

(a) Cooperate with space-related ngendies of other countries
in the peasceful wse and developmant of space;

(b} Maintain a national registry of space objects in
aceordance with the United Natione Convention on Registration
of Objects Launched into Outer 8pace and other internationsl
puidelines;

(e} Enter into contrasty, memoranda of understanding/
apreement or other arrangements in behall of the State, in
consultation with the Department of Forelgn Affairs and/or
olher concerned agencies;

(d} Establish and maintain linkages with other national
gpaece agencies and organizations; and

(&) Represent the Philippines in the United Nations
Committes on the Peaceful Use of Quter Space and other
similar space-relnted Torums, assemblies and orgamzations,
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Bre. 0. Composition, - The PRil8A shall be an sttached
ageney of the Office of the President for purposes of policy and
program coordination, o ensure alignment int national policies
and priorities. Tt shall be headed by a Director General. The
Phil8SA proper shall be composed of the Office of the Director
(ieneral, the Offices of the Deputy Director Genersd and various
divisions to be crested sz deemed necgssary,

S, 10, Director General of the PhilSA, ~ The Director
(ieneral shall have the rank and compensation of a Cabinet
Secretary and shall be appointed by -the Presidsnt, subjeet to
the confrrmation by the Commission on Appointments. The
Director General shall have the following functions:

fa} Provide executive direction and supervision over the
entire operations of the PhilSA and its athached units;

I Establish policies and standards for the effective,
efficient and econunyieal operation of the PhilSA, i1 accordanee
with the programs of the government

e} Review and approve requests for finanecial and
manpower resources of all operating offices. of the Phil8A;

() Designate and appoint officers and emplovees of the
Phil84A, excluding the Deputy Directors, in accordance with
the civil service lawe, rules and regulations;

(@ Iwercise dizciplinavy powers over officers and
cuwployees of the PhilSA in aceordance with law, including
{heiy investigation and the desipnaiion of a committee or
officer to conduct such invesiigation,

@ Coordinate with other departments, agencies and
public and private interest groups; including nongovernment
orpanizations (NGOs) and. people’s erganizations {(POs) on
PHIISA policies and initiatives;

(@) Prepare and subwmit to the President through the
Department of Budget and Management (DBM) an estimate
of the mecessary expenditures during the next fiscal year, on
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the basis of the reports and estimates submitted hy the
divisgions and offices under bim/fher;

() Serve as-a member of the Covernment Provurement
Policy Board {GPPB) as eatablished by Republic Aci No, 9184;

(i} Serve as the Presidentisl Adviser on Space Matters
and advise the President on the promulgation of executive and
administrative orders and formulation of regulatory and
legislative proposals on matters pertaining to SETA
development:

)  Formulate such rules and regulations and exerciso
such other powers as may be reguired to implement the
objectives of this Act; and

(k) Perform such other tasks as may be provided by law
or assigned by the President.

SEC. 1. Depudy Director General, — The Director General
shall be nsgisted by three (3) Deputy Directors General with
the rank and compensation of & Départment Undersecratary
who shall be appointed by the President upon the
recommendation of the Director General: Providerd, That two
(2) of the Deputy Directors General shall be career expcutive
officers,

B, 12, Qualifications, - No person shall be appoiitad
Divector General or Deputy Director General of the PhilSA
unless he or she is a citizen and resident of the Philippines,
of good mersl character, of proven integrity, with an advanced
degree in Space Science, Astronomy, Physics, Eogincering or
related fields of study, with at least five (5) years of
competence and expertise in any of the following: astraphysics;
Bpace scignce, aercspace engineering, space systems
engineering, romote sensing space industry, or Human capital
development in the S8TA sector,

- SBC. 13, Philippine Spoce Council. - A Philippine Space
Counct] (PEC) Is hereby ereated as the principal advisory' body
Hor the coordination and integration of policies, programs and
resources affecting space S&T appleations.
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(g The PSC ghall be composed. of the following: .. .

(1) Pregident of the Philippines —~ Chairperson;

{2y Secretary of Beience and Technology ~ Viee
Chairparzon;

(3) SBecretary of National Defensze ~ Vice Chairperson;

(1) Chair of Senate Committee on Suience and Techrnwlogy
- Member;

(5) Chair of House: Committee on Science and Technology
‘‘‘‘‘ Meambez;

{6) Director General of the National Beonomic and
Development Authority ~ Member;

V) Becretary of Fipance - Member;
(8) Becratary of Foreign Affaivs ~ Mamber;
N Becretary of Agriculture — Member;

(1) Secretary of Environment and Natural Rescurces
- Meinbey:

(11}  Secretary of Trade and Industry — Member; and

(12} Secretary of Information and Communications
Technology — Membar,

The Pregident may designate the Executive Secretary to
preside over the meetings of the P8C in the President’s
ahgence.

&) Punctions of the PSC. - The PSC ghall have the
following functions:

(1} Recommend and approve the implementation of
Philippine space policies in accordance with international
convertions;

MASTER
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(2) Ensure appropriate allocation of resowvess 1n support
to the mandates of the PhilSA; and

{3} Approve strategic directions snd decisions for ths
implementation of the PhilSA.

(@) Becretariat to the PSC. « The Director General of the
PhilBA shall serve as Head Secretariat to the PSC together
with the support staff of the PhilSA.

SEC. 14, Transfer of Astronvmieal ond Spoce-relifed
Funotions, - To congolidate the functions of the PhilSA, the
following shall be transferred from their parent agency:

{a) Philippines Space Science Bdueation Program of the
Science Education Institute, Depaitment of Scignce and
Technology-Science Education Institute {DOST-SEL);

by The teamsfer of funds, functions, assete, equipmeént,
properiies, transactions, persennel of the-affected agencies,
sunong others, shall be completed within a specified period to
enable such transfer smoothly from their parent dgendies to
the PhilSA; and

{(cy The filling up of positivns in the Phil8A shall be
subject to the provigons of Republic Act No. 6686, or the
Security of Tenure of the Personnel.

Nothing v thig At shall diminigh the funetions and
pegponsibilities of the support agenties,

SEC, 15, Separetion end Retirement from Service. -
Emplovess who arve separated from service within six (8)
monthe from the effectivity of this Act as a result of
consolidation and/oy recvganization under the provisions of this
Act shall recsive separation benefita to which thay may be
entitled under Exocutive Order No. 366, series of 2004:
Provided, That those who are qualified to tetive under existing
retivewent laws ahall be allowed to vetire snd receive
retirement benefits to which they may be entifled under
applicable laws and issuances.
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SEC. 16. Struciure and Staffing Pattern. .~ Bubject to ... .

the approval of the DBM, the PhilSA shall determine its
organizational structure and create new divisions or units as
it may deem neceasary, and shall appoint officers and
employees of the PhilSA in accordance with the civil service
lawa, rules and regulations.

SEC. 17, Official Sile of the PhiISA. - A land area
equivalent to at least thirty (30} hectares out.of the vast land
which are under the sdministration of the Bases Conversion
and Development Authority (BCDA) within the Clark Special
Feonomic Zone in Pampanga and Tarlac, shall be allocated
exclusively for the PhilSA office and ita résearch facilities:
Pravided, That the PhilSA shall establish additional offices,
research facilities, and launch sites in sératogic areas as it
may doem nevessary: Provided, further, That the boundaries
and technical descriptions of these land areas shall be
determined by an actual and joint group survey.

SEC. 18, Magno Carta, -~ Qualified employees of the
Phil8A and its attached units shall be covered by Republie
Act No. 8439, otherwise known ag “Magna Carta for Seientists,
Fngineers, Reasarchers and Other Science and Technology
Personnel in the Government”,

SEC. 19, Annual Report. - The Phil8A shall submit to
the President and to both Houses of Congress, noi later than
the 30™ of March of every year follewing the effectivity of this
Act, a report giving a detailed aceount of the status of the
implementation of this Act and recommended legislation,
where applicable and necessary,

wHC, 20, Funds of the PRilSA. - The funds of the PhilSA
ghall congist of:

(8) The annual General Appropriation for the PhilSA: and

(b) Income, fews, royalties and other revenues obtained
from any other sources.

MASTER COPY
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The Tunds shall be administered by the Director General
of the PhilSA in accordanse with existing government
budgeting, accounting and auditing rules and regulations,

SRe, 21, Use of Income. ~ The budget of the PhilSA,
based on an ennual appropriation from Congress, shill ensure
that it has the finandal and hunian resources neeessary to
fulfill ite assigned responsibilities under thig Act. The PhilSA
shall alzo be authorized to use one hundred percent (100%)
ol its donations, boquasts, grants, and all sums which may
be appropriated fer upgrading its physical and human
resources, for the conduet of ite activities, and for the
augmentation of its budget in case of ghortfalls, Seventy-five
percent (75%) of ita income shall be retained for the upgrading
of it vguipment and physical facilities: and the remaining
twenty-five percent (25%) shall be remitted to the National
Treasury, The PhilSA may also dolicit, receive amd retain
donations, bequests, mud grants.

SEC, 22, Philippine Space Development Fund, ~ There
is hereby created the Philippine Space Development fund to
be used exclusively for- the PhilSA. The Philippine Bpace
I)mre'mpnmnt I*'und sha']] ht«: a&mimiammci 'hy' 1}’1@ Dirmtox'

budgctmp;, acmumtmg at.rid aud].mrsg :r*u]i.a aml regulaumm 'I‘he
Philippine Space Development Fund shall be sourced from the
following:

{a) The amount of Ten billion pesos {P10,000,000,000.00)
to be taken from the share of the National Govertunent in
the gross income of the Philippine Amusement and Gaming
Corporation {PAGGOR) and the BCDA for five (B) yedrs after
the effectivity of this Act, an amount of Two billion pesos
{(12,000,000,000.00) per year shall be-released to the PhilSA.
The entive amourt of Ten Bilhon pesos (P 10,000,000,000.00),
including any interest ingome thereon, shall be unsed
exeluaively for capital outlay;

(b} Income from specialized products, services, and
royalties produced by the Phil8A; and
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fe) Loans, contyvibutions, grants, bequests, gifts, and
donations whether from local or foreign sources: Prouvided,
That acceptance of grants, bequests, contributions and
donations from foreign goveriments shall be subject to the
approval of the President upon the recommendation of the
Director General of the PhilSA through the PSC.

SEC. 23. National Regisiry of Space Objects, ~ In
accordance to the United Nations Convention on Registration
of Objects Lmunched into. Quter Space, the PhilSA shall
maintain a National Registry of Space Objects which lists all
space objects launched undor the vesponsibility of the
Philippines as the Launching State, The PhilSA ghall furnish
the United Nation Office for Quter Space Affairs with
information contained in the National Registry of Spase Objects
as required under the Registration Convention.

SEC. 24, Liability of the Philippines for Nedional Spoace
Objects. - In aceordance with the United Nations Convention
on International liability for Damage Caused by Space Objects
and other similar International laws, the Philippine
Government shall take responsibility for damages caveed by
gpace objects registered in the Philippines’ National Registey
of Space Objects. This shall take into effect upon ratification
of the Liability Convention and Registration Convention by the
Philippine Government,

SEC. 2. Appropriutions, - The sum of One billion pesos
(1,600,600,600.00) is hereby appropriated as initial operating
fund of the PhilSA, taken from the current fiscal year's
appropriation of the Office of the President. Thereafter, the
ameunt needed for the operation and maintenance of the
PhilSA shall be included in the General Appropriations Act,

SEC. 26, Implementing Rules and Reguiitions. - Within
minety (90) days from the effectivity of this Act, the PhilSA,
in coordination with the DBM, Oivil Service Commission and

other relevant government agencies, shall promulgate the

necensary males and regulations for the effoctive implamentation
of thian Act.

BEC. 27, Separability Clause. — Should any provision
harein be decdared unconstitutional, the same shall not affect
the validity of the other provisions of this Agt,
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SO 28, Repealing Clonse, - All laws. decrees, orders,
rules, and vegulabions or vlhor jgsunnees or parks incongistent
with the provigions of this Act are hereby repealed or modifiod
aveordingly,

S, 20 Mfectivity, ~ This Acl ahall tnke effect {illeen
(15) days alter Ha publicaiion in the Qfficewd Gozetle or in any
lwo £2) nowspapers of general girenlation in the Philippines.

Approved,

GLORIA MATAPAGAL ARROYD  VICENT
Speaker of the Hounse Presict
af Representaiives

-

2

L C. SOTTO 1
e of the Senate

This Act which is a conselidation of Senate Bill Nao, 1‘18’3
and House Bill No, 8541 was passed by the Senale of the
Philippines and the Houke of Reproseniatives on

dune 4, 2010, /,

Y o1 et A
DIANTE R OI'lLI{!() RIMALING  MYRA MARIE . VILLARICA
Avgihg Secreiar v Clentarad Sveretary of tle Senare
Hpuse of Represeniatives

ROPDRIGO RGA DUTERTE

President of the Philippines
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